
� CINCINNATI

� JERUSALEM

� LOS ANGELES

� NEW YORK

www.huc.edu

Your Visit to
HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION

Group Tours for Congregations,

Organizations, and Schools



ou are cordially invited to visit Hebrew Union

College-Jewish Institute of Religion — the academic,

spiritual, and professional leadership center of Reform

Judaism!

At HUC-JIR, we educate men and women for service 

to American and world Jewry as rabbis, cantors,

educators, and communal service professionals, and

offer graduate programs for scholars of all faiths.

We welcome your congregation, organization, or school

group to explore our cultural and educational resources

and to learn more about Jewish history, identity, and

contemporary creativity.

Please visit our centers of learning in Cincinnati, Jerusalem, Los Angeles, and New York,

where you can 
� TOUR OUR RENOWNED MUSEUMS, LIBRARIES, AND ARCHIVES

� EXPERIENCE STUDENT RECITALS AND PROGRAMS

� STUDY WITH OUR DISTINGUISHED FACULTY

� MEET OUR STUDENTS — YOUR FUTURE RELIGIOUS LEADERS AND TEACHERS

A guided tour, planned especially for your congregation, organization, or school

group, is available throughout the year. To arrange for your tour, please contact a

campus representative who will be delighted to design a unique and memorable

learning experience for your group.

We look forward to welcoming you to HUC-JIR!

Rabbi David Ellenson, Ph.D.

President
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hen Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise, the founder of
American Reform Judaism, came to America 

in 1846, he encountered a frontier Jewry of 40,000
people. There was only one ordained officiating rabbi
in all of America;  most Jewish clergy were German
“free-lancers,” officiating in the German language and
lacking any real understanding of American life.

Wise understood the urgent need for rabbinical training
and standards for those who would provide progressive,
enlightened, and modern spiritual leadership for the American
pulpit. At a time when Christian denominational colleges were springing up by the score,
Wise was certain that an institution of higher Jewish learning would guarantee Jewish 
survival in America.

And so, in 1873, with an American Jewish population exceeding 150,000, Wise was the catalyst for the
creation of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, with its twenty-eight congregational founding
members, in order to support the establishment of a “Hebrew Theological Institute.” In 1875, the Hebrew
Union College was launched as the first permanent Jewish institution of higher learning in the New World.

The liberal and pluralistic ethos of Wise’s seminary
was amplified through its merger in 1950 with the
Jewish Institute of Religion. Founded in 1922 in
New York by Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, the renowned
advocate of social justice and human rights, the
Jewish Institute of Religion was conceived as an
institution serving all streams of Judaism.

A third center was opened in Los Angeles in 1954
to serve the growing Jewish community on the West
Coast. A

fourth branch was established in Jerusalem in 1963 to serve as a
post-doctoral school of archaeological and biblical studies. Since
1970, it has grown to serve as the center for the College-Institute’s
Year-in-Israel Program and Israel Rabbinical Program, and as the
academic center for the Progressive Movement in Israel.

Today, Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion is an
international seminary and university of graduate studies offering
a wide variety of academic and professional programs. In addi-
tion to its Rabbinical School, the College-Institute includes
Schools of Graduate Studies, Education, Jewish Communal
Service, Sacred Music, and Biblical Archaeology.
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THE HISTORIC CENTER OF REFORM JUDAISM

WHERE RABBI ISAAC MAYER WISE FIRST ESTAB-
LISHED HEBREW UNION COLLEGE IN 1875 TO
TRAIN RABBIS FOR AMERICAN JEWRY

THE RABBINICAL SCHOOL - 
training leaders for Reform congregations,
schools, summer camps, Israel programs,
youth groups, Reform Movement 
organizations, chaplaincy, Hillels and
Jewish student centers at colleges,
Federations, and other Jewish communal
and social service agencies

THE SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES - 
established in 1948, by faculty rescued
from the Holocaust, to train scholars

THE ACADEMY FOR ADULT INTERFAITH STUDY -
offering semester-long, non-credit courses
for adult learners of all faiths

THE HUC-UC ETHICS CENTER - 
a national center for the study of 
contemporary moral problems

Your tour can include: 
THE ARCHAEOLOGY CENTER - featuring 
artifacts of ancient Canaan and Israel 
in an interactive learning environment

THE CENTER FOR HOLOCAUST AND HUMANITY

EDUCATION - offering exhibitions, lectures,
and programs that teach Holocaust
awareness and tolerance

KLAU LIBRARY’S DALSHEIMER RARE BOOK

ROOM - exhibiting treasured illuminated
manuscripts, Biblical codices, communal
records, legal documents, scientific tracts,
and the Eduard Birnbaum Collection of
Musical Manuscripts

THE JACOB RADER MARCUS CENTER OF THE

AMERICAN JEWISH ARCHIVES - preserving 
15 million documents recording the 
history of Jews in the Western Hemisphere

SKIRBALL MUSEUM CINCINNATI –  
presenting 4,000 years of Jewish heritage
and culture through art and artifacts

S. H. AND HELEN R. SCHEUER SYNAGOGUE -
offering Shabbat and weekday services,
student and guest sermons, and concerts

HIGH SCHOOL CONCLAVES - weekend creative
learning experiences for confirmation and
youth groups throughout North America
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Rachel Komerofsky, HUC-JIR/Cincinnati, 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45220-2488
513-221-1875, ext. 354  rkomerofsky@huc.edu

Contact:



FIRST ESTABLISHED AS A CENTER FOR BIBLICAL

AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH IN 1963,
TODAY IT SERVES AS THE VENUE FOR FIRST-YEAR

STUDY BY ALL HUC-JIR RABBINICAL, CANTORIAL,
AND EDUCATION STUDENTS AND THE HOME OF

THE ISRAEL PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT – 
ADVANCING THE CAUSE OF RELIGIOUS

PLURALISM IN THE

STATE OF ISRAEL

THE ISRAEL

RABBINICAL

PROGRAM,
ESTABLISHED

IN 1975 - 
training rabbis
for Israel’s 
growing
Progressive
Movement’s 
synagogues 
and schools

THE NELSON

GLUECK SCHOOL

OF BIBLICAL

ARCHAEOLOGY -
sponsoring 
postgraduate
studies,
excavations,
and research 

Your tour can include:
THE BEAUTIFUL CAMPUS, a Jerusalem 
designated landmark complex designed
by internationally renowned architect Moshe
Safdie and modeled on the hanging 
gardens of Babylon, with magnificent
views of old and new Jerusalem

THE BEIT MIDRASH/A LIBERAL YESHIVAH -
offering congregational group visitors inten-
sive seminars on Judaic texts and spirituality

THE SKIRBALL CENTER FOR BIBLICAL AND

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH AND MUSEUM - 
exhibiting artifacts from HUC-JIR’s 
excavations throughout Israel

THE ABRAMOV LIBRARY - featuring the world’s
greatest collection of Spinoza material

HUC-JIR’S ARCHAEOLOGICAL

EXCAVATIONS AT TEL DAN - 
arrangements can be made for 
on-site visits to the northernmost
city in the biblical kingdom of Israel 

THE MURSTEIN SYNAGOGUE -
Shabbat and holiday morning 
services, concerts, cantorial student
performances, and lectures

UNIVERSITY STUDENTS ABROAD -
Shabbat and holiday programs 
for college students studying in
Israel and on volunteer programs 
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Ginny Ben-Ari, HUC-JIR/Jerusalem, 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel 94101
02-620-3333, ext. 304  gbenari@huc.edu

Contact:



THE ACADEMIC CENTER ESTABLISHED IN

1954 TO PROVIDE LEADERSHIP FOR THE

WEST COAST, THE SECOND LARGEST

JEWISH POPULATION CENTER IN AMERICA

THE RABBINICAL SCHOOL - offering 
ordination at the completion of the 
five-year program

THE RHEA HIRSCH SCHOOL OF EDUCATION -
preparing professional educational 
leadership for congregations, day schools,
and other Jewish education settings since
1970 and a center for innovative research
projects, including the Experiment in
Congregational Education, Jewish Day
Schools for the 21st Century, and DeLeT,
a program for preparing teachers for
Jewish day schools

THE IRWIN DANIELS SCHOOL OF

JEWISH COMMUNAL SERVICE - educating
professionals to serve Jewish communal
institutions worldwide since 1968 and a
national center for training professionals
and lay leaders in management of non-
profit institutions

THE JEROME H. LOUCHHEIM SCHOOL OF

JUDAIC STUDIES - serving as the under-
graduate Jewish Studies department and
offering courses in Judaic studies and
Hebrew language for over 600 University
of Southern California students annually

THE EDGAR F. MAGNIN SCHOOL OF GRADUATE

STUDIES - offering programs leading to
degrees of Master of Arts, Doctor of
Hebrew Letters, Doctor of Hebrew Studies,
and (in cooperation with the University of
Southern California) Doctor of Philosophy

THE IRVING AND LEE KALSMAN INSTITUTE

ON JUDAISM AND HEALTH, THE BERIT MILAH

PROGRAM OF REFORM JUDAISM, THE SEXUAL

ORIENTATION ISSUES IN CONGREGATIONS

AND COMMUNITY INITIATIVE, and other
innovative programs

THE TARTAK LEARNING CENTER - offering 
curricular enrichment materials for 
teachers and educational administrators

Your tour can include:
THE WALTER S. HILBORN SYNAGOGUE - 
featuring services and rabbinical 
student sermons

THE INTEGRATED LEARNING CENTER -
HAMERCAZ - a state-of-the-art interactive
learning center utilizing the most
advanced computer technology

THE FRANCES-
HENRY LIBRARY - 
preserving
treasures of
Jewish text with
one of the
largest Judaica
collections on
the West Coast.

TEEN STUDY KALLAH - on-campus week-
end of study and discussion with
faculty and students 
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Laurie Jacobs, HUC-JIR/Los Angeles,
3077 University Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90007-3796    
213-749-3424, ext. 4206  ljacobs@huc.edu

Contact:




