




Next year in Jerusalem!

A s a full-time student in HUC-JIR’s Schools of Education,
you will spend your first year on our Jerusalem campus –

an experience our students describe as one of the richest of
their lives. The year in Israel is a year of bonding. With your
classmates. With the Hebrew language. With the land and
people of Israel. 

While experiencing the life of the Jewish people in its home-
land, you’ll study Bible, modern and classical Hebrew, and
the history, culture, and politics of modern Israel. You’ll study
Jewish life cycle and liturgy, choose electives, and lay a
strong foundation for the next two years of study in Los Ange-
les or New York. 

In addition to your classes with first-year rabbinical and can-
torial students from North America and around the world, as
an education student you will attend education forums and
visit Israeli schools and programs that focus on Jewish edu-
cation. You’ll establish ties with Israeli rabbinical students
and Israeli educators who teach in Progressive institutions
and who are pursuing their Master’s degrees in Pluralistic
Jewish Education. And you will come to understand the
global reach of Jewish peoplehood, the role that educators
can play in connecting Jewish communities around the
world, and how you can bring Israel home to the individuals
and institutions you will educate.

Once you’ve completed your Year-In-Israel Program, you’ll
arrive at your U.S. campus for the next two years of study.

Your courses, taught by internationally-recognized leaders in
the world of Jewish education as well as world-renowned
scholars in Jewish studies, will give you the academic foun-
dations for a successful future. HUC-JIR’s extraordinarily low
faculty-to-student ratio means that you will receive daily
guidance and support from some of the best minds in Jew-
ish education. And you will be learning from those who are
designing and implementing the most creative new direc-
tions in Jewish education!

During your second and third years of study, you will develop
a firm grounding in Jewish traditions and texts and a deeper
understanding of the contemporary Jewish community. You
will develop real-life skills through mentored clinical educa-
tion experiences as a teacher, administrator, and role model
to others. You’ll understand your role as an educator in the
enterprise of Judaism’s chain of tradition. Your synthesis of
academic and practical experience, reinforced by intensive
self-reflection, will help you address the spiritual and intel-
lectual needs of your students and their communities. 

You will evaluate not only the content of your teaching, but
the pedagogical process of communicating your knowledge
and the creative strategies that can inspire curiosity and
commitment to learning among your students. You’ll learn
how to function as a constructive colleague with others as
part of a professional team, and how to advance the Jewish
educational mission within the structures of congregational
and institutional life. 

You’ll explore how traditional Jewish learning can be ampli-
fied by music, theater, literature, and the visual arts. 

YOUR STUDIES WILL ENCOMPASS A BROAD CURRICULUM: Teaching and Learning |Experiential Learning |Educational Leadership|

Human Development|Family Systems|Organizational Dynamics and Change Theory|Sociology of Jewish Education|Foundations/
Ideologies of Jewish Education|Professional Learning|Curriculum Design|Leadership and Management|Bible|Jewish History|

Hebrew Literature|Mishnah|Midrash|Commentaries|Aramaic|Talmud|Modern Jewish Thought|Liturgy
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Welcome home to HUC-JIR’s
campuses in North America’s
most vibrant Jewish centers

– 
Los Angeles and New York



As you study side-by-side with rabbinical, cantorial,
and communal service students, you will establish life-
long peer relationships as partners in leading the
Jewish people. You’ll participate in student-led serv-
ices and create a unique community, bound by shared
values and spiritual growth. 
whether based at our los Angeles or New York cam-
puses, you’ll benefit from the geographic proximity to
leading congregations, institutions, organizations, and
agencies, fostering expanded internship, mentorship,
and community service opportunities.

Your learning experience will be enhanced by the most 
up-to-date technological resources – including our 
Judaic studies Portal, which offers online 24/7 global
access to an enormous array of primary and second-
ary texts, including bible, Midrash, Mishnah, Talmud,
Zohar, encyclopedias, and thousands of online scholarly arti-
cles. It is simply the best collection of electronic 
research resources there is. You will also make use of sakai,
an online Collaborative learning environment that provides a
useful set of organizational, communication, assessment,

and pedagogic tools for enhanced communication between
you and your professors. And you will have unparalleled op-
portunities for inter-campus learning taught by the largest
group of leading scholars and Jewish educators anywhere
through the e-learning classrooms linking our Cincinnati,

Jerusalem, los Angeles, and New York
campuses. 

Three years from now, you’ll not only 
have a Master of Arts in Jewish educa-
tion or Religious education but also
have the ability to articulate a clear 
vision of Jewish life, Judaism’s role in
human existence, the meaning of Jewish
history, and the nature of the ongoing
relationship between god and the Jew-
ish people. You’ll be able to help Jews 
of all ages in their search for knowledge
and identity. 

And you’ll begin to feel like a leader 
of Am Yisrael, the Jewish people.

“I look back with many fond memories of my education at HUC-JIR and how the faculty played a huge role in my growth.
I’m utilizing everything I learned, from teacher training and curriculum development, to synagogue religious school adminis-
tration. Most importantly, I’ve received positive feedback on my leadership and am beginning to realize the positive influence
I can have on others. I owe so much to HUC-JIR for mentoring me and helping me to get to where I am now.”

Matthew Kahn, MAJE/MAJCS ‘09
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The Rhea Hirsch School of 
Education in Los Angeles offers:
� the Master of Arts degree in Jewish education 

� a joint degree with rabbinical ordination

� a joint Master’s degree in Jewish education and Jewish
Communal service with the school of Jewish Communal
service 

� annual retreats with outstanding leaders of the American
Jewish community 

� alumni-in-residence programs with accomplished 
graduates of the school sharing their wisdom and 
practical expertise

� educator-in-residence programs with outstanding figures
in general education

� access to the Tartak learning Center and its renowned 
collection of teaching materials, curricula, and multi-
media educational resources

� exposure to the experiment in Congregational education
(eCe), the leading program for transforming congregational
education and creating new models for the religious
school throughout North America, and its outstanding staff
of consultants and coaches

� the Organic garden tended by education, rabbinical, and
communal service students to grow produce for local food
pantries

The New York School of 
Education offers:
� the Master of Arts degree in Religious education

� a joint degree with rabbinical ordination or 
cantorial investiture

� a joint Master’s degree in Religious education and Jewish
Communal service with the school of Jewish Communal
service 

� alumni semi-annual lunch and learn seminars with leading
HUC-JIR scholars and prominent leaders in the American
Jewish community

� a flexible part-time degree program leading to a Master 
of Arts in Religious education

� an extensive array of elective courses and evening and
summer courses for all students

� the weekly student-run soup Kitchen to feed the hungry
and homeless, coordinated by education, rabbinical, and
cantorial students

� exposure to the leadership Institute for Congregational
school educators, a trans-denominational program co-
sponsored with the Jewish Theological seminary and
supported by UJA-federation of New York, offering a 2½-
year program to enhance the capacity of Jewish educators

� exposure to lOMeD, a new project bringing together the
work of experiment in Congregational education (eCe) and
the leadership Institute to support the work of congrega-
tional education and innovation in the New York area

“Limitless access to faculty and professionals, opportunities
to grow and learn with my counterparts in the rabbinical
and cantorial program, and the small class size provided 
a wonderful, caring, and supportive community. Proximity
to the Union for Reform Judaism allowed me to explore
many different opportunities within the field. I will always
treasure lasting relationships with peers and mentors and
would recommend the experience to anyone who is seeking
higher education within the field of Jewish Education.”

Lisa Rosenberg, MARE, ‘07

HUC-JIR/Cincinnati – Xavier University Joint Program
Rabbinical students may earn the Master’s in education
during an additional year of study at HUC-JIR or at Xavier
University’s joint program with HUC-JIR. 
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Take the next step

Start your journey by contacting an admissions advisor
who will answer your questions about your program of

choice and enhance your candidacy: for the Rhea Hirsch
school of education/los Angeles: RHSOE@huc.edu. for the
New York school of education/New York: NYSOE@huc.edu.

Your application packet will be distributed via email during
the late summer and early fall of the academic year prior to
the year in which you plan to matriculate. The emailed appli-
cation packet includes a link to our secure online application
system, a set of instructions for the application, and a letter
of reference form. All materials must be submitted by the
designated deadlines in order to be considered for an interview.
for further information, application deadlines, and admissions
interview dates, please go to: www.huc.edu/admissions.

with the generous support of the Jim Joseph foundation,
HUC-JIR is able to offer the first-ever program of full scholar-
ships for the entire three years of study for full-time students
in Jewish education who plan to serve in the United states.
The requirements for the scholarship are the same as for 
admission to the education Programs: a bachelor’s degree
from an accredited college or university; the graduate Record
examination; strong academic potential and effective com-
munication skills; and the ability to think critically and
reflectively. formal study of Hebrew and Judaica is strongly
recommended. Candidates should demonstrate an under-
standing of issues and trends in Jewish education, as well 
as a familiarity with what it means to be a professional in
Jewish life. You will be notified about the scholarships when
you are notified about matriculation.

In addition, HUC-JIR will help you obtain federal stafford
loans (as eligible) of up to $18,500 annually to fund your
total educational costs, including living expenses. You can
further offset the cost of your education with income you 
can earn through HUC-JIR’s numerous internships and select
professional opportunities.

Make a difference

The exponential growth of Jewish educational institutions
throughout North America and around the world means

our graduates have access to more resources and greater
professional opportunities for leadership than ever before.
HUC-JIR’s educational alumni serve the largest and most 
diverse global Jewish movement. graduates also serve in 
educational settings that educate Jews from diverse back-
grounds in pluralistic settings.

After graduation, your career as a Jewish educator offers
highly competitive salaries and benefits in addition to per-
sonal fulfillment through outstanding leadership positions in: 

� Congregational schools
� Jewish day schools
� Jewish summer camps
� Israel youth and study programs
� National organizations serving the Jewish community, 

including the Union for Reform Judaism and the world
Union for Progressive Judaism

� Campus Hillels
� boards of Jewish education and Central Agencies 

of Jewish education
� Jewish communal and philanthropic organizations
� seminaries and universities
� Jewish museums and cultural institutions
� Jewish community centers
� Jewish publications, press, and media

The Jim Joseph foundation education 
Initiative provides a total of $45 million
in grants to Hebrew Union College, the

Jewish Theological seminary, and Yeshiva University to increase the 
number and enhance the quality of Jewish educators working with Jewish
youth and young adults. funding of up to $15 million, per institution, 
will support the development of new certificate and degree programs 
and training and mentoring new and practicing education professionals
over the next five years. 

JIM JOSEPH
F O U N D A T I O N
Sh imon ben  Joseph

The Jim Joseph Foundation Education Initiative at HUC-JIR expands our 
education programs to reach a wide variety of people from across the United
states with a broad range of interests in the field of Jewish education. In 
addition to generous scholarships, the initiative enables HUC-JIR to create 
an executive Master’s program; certificates in the Jewish education of adoles-
cents and emerging adults and in Jewish early childhood education; alumni
induction and retention programs; and a joint rabbinical-education program
in Cincinnati and cantorial-education program in New York (to complement
the current rabbinical-education program in los Angeles and New York).
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T he academy – the center of higher Jewish learning – has been the indispensable catalyst
for Jewish survival throughout the ages. From earliest Biblical times until today, the

chain of Jewish learning and teaching – Shalshelet ha-Kabbalah – has kept Judaism’s 
traditions alive. The living interpretation of ideas continues to this day at Hebrew Union
College-Jewish Institute of Religion. Here, three thousand years of heritage and culture come
alive in a dynamic engagement with contemporary life and liberal thought.

By developing Jewish educators to transmit the values and world view of the texts of our tradition, we apply
an enlightened, liberal spirit to the critical issues of contemporary life. Our commitment to academic freedom
and liberal, pluralistic inquiry provides an open and welcoming environment for study and dialogue. 

Your intellectual journey will be mentored and guided by our faculty, who are on the cutting edge in schol-
arship and research, with a broad range of centers and projects that will enrich your studies. They teach,
write, lead, and innovate in Jewish education and the encyclopedic scope of Jewish studies. 

You will have access to the largest Jewish library in North America, with nearly 750,000 volumes
preserving a total record of Jewish thought and experience. Browse through illuminated 
manuscripts, biblical codices, communal records, legal documents, scientific tracts dating back to
the 10th century, preeminent collections of incunabula, 16th-century Hebrew imprints, unique
Chinese-Hebrew manuscripts, Jewish music, and Spinozana. Our American Jewish Periodical
Center houses America’s most complete collection of Jewish newspapers and magazines on microfilm.
Over 200 Judaica databases and 10,000 digitized images of works from our collections can be ac-
cessed through our internal computer network.

Our Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives is one of the world’s premier centers of study,
research, and publication in the field of American Jewish history. Examine curriculum documents, school
brochures, camp files, and other archival material on Jewish education available nowhere else in the world.

Explore the role of the arts in Jewish education as practiced in our museums, which 
preserve Jewish history and promote the role of contemporary artists in exploring Jewish
identity, history, values, and experience. Benefit from the creativity and expertise in 
Jewish museum education at the Skirball Museum in Cincinnati and opportunities for
internships at the HUC-JIR Museum in New York. 

Our campuses are think tanks for advanced research in the areas of Judaism and health, contemporary ethics, pastoral
counseling, biblical archaeology, and Judaism and sexual orientation. They are dynamic centers for community 
education and outreach.  

It’s all waiting for you.

Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion
welcomes you!



Rabbi Samuel K. Joseph (Professor of Jewish education and leadership Development at HUC-JIR/Cincinnati) has
a special interest in how Jewish institutions and organizations, from schools and synagogues to national groups,
attain excellence and consults with rabbis, educators, administrators, and communal and lay leaders, supporting
the fulfillment of their mission. He works with international Jewish communities in germany, China, Australia, and
Hong Kong, where he founded the Progressive Congregation.

Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion 

Dr. Michael Zeldin (Director, Rhea Hirsch school
of education) is senior editor of the Journal of
Jewish Education, the premier research and
scholarly journal in the field of Jewish education,
is co-editor and lead author of Touching the Fu-

ture: Mentoring and the Jewish Professional, and has been called
“the intellectual father of the Reform Day school movement.”

Professor Sara S. Lee was honored with the
President’s Prize for Jewish education in the 
Diaspora by the President of the state of Israel
and the Rothberg Prize in Jewish education 
by the Hebrew University, and is co-author of

Christians and Jews in Dialogue: Learning in the Presence 
of the Other.

Dr. Isa Aron, the author of two of the most sig-
nificant books on congregational transformation,
Becoming a Congregation of Learners and The Self-
Renewing Congregation, and co-author of Sacred
Strategies: Transforming Synagogues from Func-

tional to Visionary, is the pioneering thinker and activist in the
field of re-imagining congregational education and is one of the
leading experts in the theory and practice of educational change.

Dr. Tali Zelkowicz is one of the leading young
thinkers and writers engaged in re-conceptualiz-
ing the relationship between Jewish education
and Jewish identity, and brings her knowledge of
text and tradition, developed in part as a result

of her rabbinical studies, to her teaching in Jewish education.

Larry Garf, of the Human Development Depart-
ment of Pacific Oaks College in Pasadena, has
taught and written about developmentally appro-
priate classroom practice and the essential role
of art and creativity in nurturing critical thinkers

and teaches the core course in child and adult development.

Professor Jo Kay (Director, New York school of
education) is an experienced day school educa-
tor and congregational educator, an award-
winning family educator and developer of the
PACe model of family education, has written

widely on parent education and the changing Jewish family,
and was honored with the prestigious Covenant Award for 
“exceptional Jewish education.”

Dr. Lisa Grant, a recognized expert on adult
learning who has published and lectured widely
on Israel education, has an M.b.A. in Public
Management, which informs her work in Jewish
educational leadership, and is the former Chair

of the Network for Research in Jewish education. 

Dr. Jonathan Krasner, an expert in the American
Jewish experience, holds a joint appointment in
both the rabbinical and education program, an
M.A. in education from Harvard, brings expertise
in day school education out of his work as 

history department chair at the New Jewish High school in
boston, and has written and lectured on congregational edu-
cation and the use of textbooks in congregational schools. 

Dr. Evie Rotstein (Director, leadership Institute
for Congregational school educators) spent
many years as a congregational school educa-
tor and camp educator, teaches on leadership
issues, and has conducted significant research

on interfaith families and the Jewish identity of teens.

Rabbi Jan Katzew, Ph.D., is the lead Jewish 
education specialist at the Union for Reform 
Judaism with expertise in day school education
and congregational education and teaches core
courses on Jewish Philosophy and the Jewish

education seminar.

Rhea Hirsch School of Education
3077 University Avenue, los Angeles, CA 90007-3796

(800) 899-0925, ext. 4221

New York School of Education
One west 4th street, New York, NY 10012-1186

(800) 424-1336, ext. 2207

Meet our faculty

www.huc.edu/admissions




