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same trip I would visit a concentration camp.
In that way I was able to make clear to myself
that I was going to a conference in a country
that must come to terms with its past.” 

At the same time, Meyer does not hold the
younger scholars he meets responsible for
their nation’s history. “What is quite remark-
able is how many young Germans are going
into German-Jewish scholarship,” he notes.
“In Germany, itself, the great irony is that
whereas when there was a large German-
Jewish community there were virtually no
Jewish studies at German universities, now
the major German universities almost all have
Jewish studies.” The Leo Baeck Institute’s
scholarly working group in Germany holds
doctoral colloquia for graduate students in
German-Jewish history. Over the last decade,
at least 150 graduate students have done doc-
toral work in this area. Nearly all of them are
non-Jewish Germans, an increasing number
of whom are now able to read Hebrew.
Furthermore, the Leo Baeck Institute is help-
ing with the publication of guidelines for the
teaching of German-Jewish history in
German schools. 

Meyer chairs the Publications Committee of
the Hebrew Union College Press, is a fellow
and member of the American Academy for
Jewish Research, and a member of the
Advisory Committee of the Center for
Jewish History in New York. He loves
teaching and has advised about forty rab-
binical theses during his years at HUC-JIR. 

As he looks ahead, Meyer offers the Reform
Movement a charge for the future: “The
Reform Movement is moving in the direction
of greater depth in religion and Jewish educa-
tion than in the past, but it needs to recapture
the awareness of broader Jewish destiny. It
needs to cope with new challenges, including
the large number of mixed couples in Reform
congregations who require a sense of Jewish
peoplehood. It also has to strengthen its rela-
tionship to Israel, which regrettably has
weakened since the 1970s. It is up to us on
the faculty at HUC-JIR to create a readiness
to meet these challenges among our students.”
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The Academy for Adult Interfaith Studies
Non-credit courses for adult learners of all faiths.
(513) 221-1875 ext. 354  rkomerofsky@huc.edu 
www.huc.edu/academics/continuing/adult.shtml

The Center for Holocaust and Humanity Education
Continuing education courses for professionals in
education, religion, and jurisprudence, and public
programs on the Holocaust, Tolerance Studies,
Jewish-Christian Relations, and Jewish Values.
(513) 221-1875 ext. 355    chhe@huc.edu
www.huc.edu/chhe

The HUC-UC Center for the Study of Ethics
and Contemporary Moral Problems
Programs for interfaith, multiethnic audiences
and continuing education for professionals.
(513) 221-1875 ext. 367
ethicscenter@huc.edu    www.huc.edu/ethics

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the
American Jewish Archives
Lectures by scholars studying the history of 
Jews in the Western Hemisphere, as well as
online resources and exhibitions.
(513) 221-1875 ext. 303    aja@huc.edu
www.huc.edu/aja

LOS ANGELES
The Institute for Teaching Jewish Adults
Programs and resources to enhance the profes-
sional development of rabbis, cantors, educators,
and communal professionals.
(213) 749-3424 ext. 4274 dschuster@huc.edu
www.huc.edu/newspubs/pressroom/2003/itja.shtml

The Lee and Irving Kalsman Institute 
on Judaism and Health
Conferences for students, alumni, and the 
public on spirituality and healing.
(213) 749-3424 ext. 4258
wcutter@huc.edu    www.huc.edu/kalsman

The Sexual Orientation Issues in
Congregations and Community Initiative 
Training workshops for rabbinical, education,
and Jewish communal service students and
alumni.
(213) 749-3424 ext. 4225   yweisman@huc.edu
www.huc.edu/libcenters/edprojects.shtml#vrc

VRC-Virtual Resource Center for Sexual
Orientation Issues in the Jewish Community
Online resource center for students, faculty, staff,
and alumni of HUC-JIR (password required).
(213) 749-3424 ext. 4245    sgladstone@huc.edu
www.huc.edu/vrc

JERUSALEM
Beit Midrash/A Liberal Yeshivah
Intensive seminars on Judaic texts and spirituality
for individual students and congregational groups.
(212) 824-2240 beitmidrash@huc.edu
www.huc.edu/liberalyeshivah

HUC-JIR/Jerusalem Programs
Summer alumni seminar, Hebrew language
ulpan, teacher training programs, as well as lec-
tures, symposia, and classes on Judaic, Israeli,
and archaeology studies.
(02) 620-3326 rginosar@huc.edu 
www.huc.edu/academics/continuing/jerusalem.shtml

NEW YORK
Gateways for Learning, New York School 
of Education
Courses and summer institutes leading to
Certification in Adult or Family Education, or to 
a Master of Arts in Jewish Religious Education.
(212) 824-2252
nysed@huc.edu    www.huc.edu/ny/gateways

New York Kollel
Innovative study of Jewish texts, beliefs,
and practices for adult learners.
(212) 824-2272
kollel@huc.edu    www.huc.edu/kollel

INTERNATIONAL AND ONLINE

CCAR/HUC-JIR Joint Commission for
Sustaining Rabbinic Education
Programs for continuing study for CCAR 
members and alumni of HUC-JIR.
(513) 221-1875 ext. 397
enemhauser@huc.edu   www.huc.edu/jointcomm

Distance Education
Online alumni resources and learning 
opportunities, including annotated listing of 
specific websites, video and audio streaming
programs, sermon resources, and more.
(213) 749-3424 ext. 4236
galpert@huc.edu    www.huc.edu/de/alumni

Lay Leadership and Regional Programs
Training programs for synagogue leadership,
music, counseling, preparation for performing
Berit Milah, as well as worship and study 
opportunities for alumni and adult learners,
co-sponsored by the UAHC, HUC-JIR alumni
associations, and affiliates of the Reform
Movement.
Contacts: See www.huc.edu/academics/
continuing/layleaders.shtml

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALUMNI
AND ADULT LEARNERS AT HUC-JIR


