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God’s command to go out and preach to the
community. Why not welcome another
prophet who is only confirming the
monotheism that they already practice? The
reason for not admitting the new prophet
may be that those representing the establish-
ment religions are arrogant or are jealous and
care only for themselves. They are rebelling
against God’s will by refusing to heed the
message of a true prophet. The Qur’an there-
fore condemns the positions of the People of
the Book and accuses them of going so far as
to distort their own revelation in order to de-
fame the new prophet. “Woe to those who
write Scripture with their own hands and
then say it is from God in order to make
some profit from it. Woe to them for what
their hands have written, and woe to them
for what they earn” (Q.2:79). “When a mes-
senger of God comes to them affirming what
they have, some of those who were given
Scripture throw the Book of God behind
their backs as if they do not know”
(Q.2:101). “O People of Scripture! Why
do you deny the revelations [or signs] of
God even as you witness?” (Q.3:70).

The problem of working out the relationship
between the Qur’an and prior monotheistic
scriptures was never resolved. After the success
of the Conquests, Jews largely dropped out of
the polemical arena, but Christians, under
the protection and competition of the Byzan-
tine Empire and later, Christian Europe,
continued to challenge the authenticity of
qur’anic revelation. Scriptural differences be-
came symbolic of larger issues when most of
the known world was divided between the
Christian Byzantine Empire and Europe, on
the one hand, and the caliphate and the
Muslim world, on the other. The contest for
prestige and the political and economic compe-
tition between the two worlds were often
articulated through religious terminology and
polemic, and the polemical literatures in both
communities made a deep and lasting im-
pact. The current tensions and antagonism
between “the West” and the Muslim World is
not new, of course. Part of the difficulty in
overcoming it results from the deep-seated
prejudices on both sides, perpetuated in the

polemical literatures for many centuries.

However, the complex relationship between
the Qur’an and the Bible was not always ar-
ticulated through heated polemics. Muslim,
Jewish, and Christian scholars were also in-
trigued by the many similarities in form,
content, and style, and this has stimulated
much thinking and writing among both
Muslims and non-Muslims from medieval
times to the present. Today dozens of com-
parative studies of the Qur’an and the Bible
are available in libraries and for purchase, and
scholars continue to study the fascinating re-
lationship between them.

But even conscientious contemporary schol-
ars tend to retain a basic religious or cultural
affiliation with their own scriptural tradition,
and this maintains a certain low-level tension
that continues to feed old arguments between
the faiths. Jewish and Christian scholars tend
to assume that the Qur’an represents a signif-
icant “borrowing” of data and style from
preexisting literatures. Muslim scholars are
inclined to view the differences as errors and
attrition among the older scriptures that have
been associated with the copying and passing
down of ancient texts.

It is not really necessary to bridge the divide.
The Qur’an and the Bible are different texts
and they represent different revelations. They
employ distinct languages and styles to con-
vey similar but somewhat different messages.
Both secular and religious scholars would do
well to remain modest in response to the
tremendous depth and complexity of rela-
tionship. It is likely that no solution to the
issue will ever be suggested that will satisfy all
the parties. As the Qur’an itself articulates:
“We have appointed a divine law and cus-
tom. If God had wished, He would have
made you all one nation but [the intent is] to
test you by what He has given you. So com-
pete together in doing good works! You will
all return to God and He will then inform
you of how you differ” (Q.5:48).
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Books

Dr. Carole Balin and Dr. Wendy Zierler, eds.,
Behikansi Atah (In My Entering Now) (Resling
Press, Tel Aviv, 2008). The collected writings
of forgotten Hebrew writer Hava Shapiro, in-
cluding the first-known Hebrew diary by a
woman, fiction, and love letters.

Dr. Lawrence A. Hoffman and Dr. David
Arnow, eds., My People’s Passover Haggadah:
Traditional Texts, Modern Commentaries, Vol-
umes 1 and 2 (Jewish Lights, 2008). A new
translation with commentaries by scholars
from all denominations of Judaism.

Dr. Joshua Holo, John Efron, Steven Weitzman,
and Matthias Lehmann, The Jews: A History
(Pearson Prentice Hall, 2008). New research
has conspired to unsettle many established
ideas about the Jewish past, challenging how
historians have thought about and described it.

Dr. Leonard S. Kravitz and Kerry M. Olitzky,
Eichah: A Modern Commentary on the Book of
Lamentations (URJ Press, 2008). The Hebrew
text is accompanied by English translation,
commentary, questions for discussion, and
additional resources.

Festschrift in Honor of Dr. Michael A. Meyer –
Mediating Modernity: Challenges and Trends in
the Jewish Encounter with the Modern World,
Essays in Honor of Michael A. Meyer, edited by
Lauren B. Strauss and Michael Brenner
(Wayne State University Press, 2007). 24
scholars honor Dr. Meyer’s 70th birthday
with essays highlighting the growing diversity
within the discipline of Jewish studies.

Faculty Articles

Dr. Eugene B. Borowitz, “A Jewish Theology
of Social Action,” CCAR Journal, Spring
2008, LV/II.

Dr. Eugene B. Borowitz, “Mark Lilla’s Political
Theology,” Tikkun, July/August 2008, 23.4.

Prof. Gerald Bubis, “Jewish Education and
Jewish Identity” in What We NOW Know
About Jewish Education, edited by Roberta
Lewis Goodman, Paul Flexner, and Linda
Dale Blumberg (Torah Aura, 2008).
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Dr. Michael Chernick, “Polysemous Sugyot as
a Source of Rishonic Debates about Norma-
tive Halakhah,” in Studies in Mediaeval
Halakhah in Honor of Stephen M. Passama-
neck. See page 37.

Dr. Steven M. Cohen, J. Shawn Landres, Elie
Kaunfer, and Michelle Shain, “Emergent Jew-
ish Communities and their Participants,”
S3K Synagogue Studies Institute & Mechon
Hadar, 2007.

Dr. Steven M. Cohen, “Changes in American
Jewish Identities since 1948: From Norms to
Aesthetics,” Changing Jewish Communities,
15 March 2008. Jerusalem: Jerusalem
Center for Public Affairs. Available at
http://www.jcpa.org/JCPA/Templates/ShowPage.

Dr. Steven M. Cohen and Ari Y. Kelman,
“UNCOUPLED: How our Singles are
Reshaping Jewish Engagement.” New York:
The Jewish Identity Project of Reboot,
Andrea and Charles Bronfman Philanthro-
pies, www.acbp.net, 2008.

Dr. Steven M. Cohen “What Should We
Know About Jewish Identity?” in What We
NOW Know About Jewish Education, edited
by Roberta Lewis Goodman, Paul Flexner,
and Linda Dale Blumberg (Torah Aura, 2008).

Dr. Steven M. Cohen, Jeffrey Kress, and Aryeh
Davidson, “Perceptions and Roles of Conser-
vative Rabbis: Findings and Implications
Related to Identity and Education.” Journal
of Jewish Education, 73:191–207, 2007.

Dr. Michael J. Cook, “The Betrayal of Judas,”
Reform Judaism, Winter 2007, Vol. 36 #2,
pp. 40-46.

Dr. Michael J. Cook, “Jewish Views of Jesus,”
The Joseph Cardinal Bernardin Jerusalem An-
nual Lecture Series, Summer 2008, pp. 1-18.

Dr. William Cutter, “How to Pursue the Obli-
gation to Heal” in Life, Faith, and Cancer by
Douglas J. Kohn (URJ Press).

Dr. Susan Einbinder, “God’s Forgotten Sheep:
Jewish Poetry and the Expulsion from France
(1306),” Masoret haPiyyut 4, eds. Benjamin
Bar Tikva and Ephraim Hazan (Ramat Gan:
Bar Ilan University, 2008), pp. 55-82.

Dr. David Ellenson, “How Modernity
Changed Judaism,” JCPA Institute for Global
Jewish Affairs, No. 36, 15 September 2008.

Dr. David Ellenson, “Introduction,” in Right-
eous Indignation: A Jewish Call for Justice, eds.
Rabbi Or Rose, Jo Ellen Green Kaiser, and
Margie Klein (Jewish Lights, 2008).

Dr. David Ellenson, “The Talmudic Principle,
If One Comes Forth to Slay You, Forestall by
Slaying Him in Israeli Public Policy: A Respon-
sum by Rabbi Hayyim David Halevi,” in
Studies in Mediaeval Halakhah in Honor of
Stephen M. Passamaneck. See page 37.

Dr. Reuven Firestone, “Patriarchy, Primogeni-
ture and Polemic in the Exegetical Traditions
of Judaism and Islam,” in David Stern and
Natalie Dohrmann, eds., Jewish Biblical Inter-
pretation and Cultural Exchange: Comparative
Exegesis in Context. (University of Pennsylva-
nia, 2008), pp. 108-123.

Dr. Reuven Firestone, “Islamic Exegesis on the
so-called ‘Curse of Ham,’“ in Tzvi Langer-
man, ed. Adaptations and Innovations: Studies
on the Interaction between Jewish and Islamic
Thought and Literature from the Early Middle
Ages to the late Twentieth Century, Dedicated to
Professor Joel L. Kraemer (Leuven, Belgium:
Peeters, 2008).

Dr. Lisa D. Grant, “Authenticity, Autonomy,
and Authority: Feminist Jewish Learning
among Post-Soviet Women,” The Journal
of Jewish Education, Vol. 74, No. 1 (2008).

Dr. Lisa D. Grant, “Why Israel Matters to
Me,” in Jeffrey Salkin, ed. A Dream of Zion:
Americans Reflect on Why Israel Matters.
(Jewish Lights Publishing, 2007).

Dr. Lisa D. Grant and Dr. Diane T. Schuster,
“What We Know about Adult Jewish Learn-
ing” in What We NOW Know About Jewish
Education, edited by Roberta Lewis Good-
man, Paul Flexner, and Linda Dale Blumberg
(Torah Aura, 2008).

Dr. Alyssa Gray, “Married Women and
Tsedaqah in Medieval Jewish Law: Gender
and the Discourse of Legal Obligation,” in
Studies in Mediaeval Halakhah in Honor of
Stephen M. Passamaneck. See page 37.

Dr. Samuel K. Joseph, “What We Know
About Lay Leadership” in What We NOW
Know About Jewish Education, edited by
Roberta Lewis Goodman, Paul Flexner, and
Linda Dale Blumberg (Torah Aura, 2008).

Dr. Samuel K. Joseph, “Professional Develop-
ment: Is It a Value?” published in “Torah at
the Center,” URJ Vol II, No. 2, Spring 2008.

Dr. Jason Kalman, “Repeating His Grandfa-
ther’s Heresy: The Significance of Esau and
Job’s Denial of the Resurrection of the Dead
in Rabbinic Anti-Christian Polemic” in R.
Kern-Ulmer and L. Teugels, eds., Recent De-
velopments in Midrash Research (Piscataway:
Gorgias Press, 2007), pp. 1-16.

Dr. Jason Kalman, “Job the Patient / Mai-
monides the Physician: A Case Study in the
Unity of Maimonides’ Thought,” AJS Review
32:1 (2008), pp. 117-140.

Dr. Leonard S. Kravitz, “Bachya and St
Thomas, Two Other Maimonideans” and
“Citizen and/or Religionist,” in G’vanim
(The Journal of the Academy for Jewish
Religion), Volume 4, Number 1 (2008).

Dr. Adriane Leveen, “Storytelling in the
Bible,” in The Jewish Bible, A JPS Guide
(Jewish Publication Society, 2008).

Dr. Dalia Marx, “The Morning Ritual in
the Cairo Geniza”, Ginzei Qedem, 3 (2007),
pp. 109-161 [in Hebrew].

Dr. Dalia Marx, “The Creation and Develop-
ment of the Reform Liturgy in Israel”, Moed,
17 (2007), pp. 104-136 [in Hebrew].

Dr. Dalia Marx, “Prayers Composed as a
Response to the Disengagement Process
in Summer 2005,” Akdamut, 18 (2007),
pp. 119-139 [in Hebrew].

Dr. Dalia Marx, “One Who Enters a Capital
City - Blessings on a Threshold,” Madaei
Hayahadut, 44 (2008), pp. 105-136 [in
Hebrew].

Dr. Dalia Marx, “The Morning Ritual
(Birkhot Hashachar) in the Talmud: The
Reconstructing of Body and Mind through
the Blessings,” Hebrew Union College Annual,
77 (2008), pp. 103-129.

2008 ISSUE 71 �65

TICLES | RECENT FACULTY BOOKS AND ARTICLES | RECENT FACULTY BOOKS AND ARTICLES


