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COURSE OF STUDY – 2007-2008

FALL SEMESTER

AKKADIAN

AKK 516 (3682)
Readings in el Amarna and Mari (3 cr)

Dr. Weisberg




Readings in el Amarna and Mari

BIBLE AND ANCIENT NEAR EAST STUDIES

BIB 401 (3672)
Introduction to Biblical Prose (3 cr)

Dr. Aaron


Introduction to Biblical Prose

This course will provide a grounding in the basics of textual criticism, so-called source criticism and a variety of literary approaches to the analysis of narrative in the Tanakh, with primary emphasis on the Torah.  Students will gain analytical skills in a variety of genres, as well as learn to identify the theological and political issues that underlie the Torah’s history of composition. (2)
BIB 509 (3673)
The Bible as Read in the Synagogue (3 cr)

Dr. Weisberg

The Bible as read in the Synagogue.  Review of the features of the Masoretic text; examination of the cycle of readings of Torah, Haftaroth and Scrolls; study of selected Biblical texts.  Text.

BIB  518 (3674)
Classical Biblical Narrative Prose  (3 cr)

HEB 518 (3675)

Dr. Kaufman

Classical Biblical Narrative Prose   See Hebrew 518 for description.

Bible 561 (3676)
Intertextuality  (3 cr)

Dr. Aaron


Intertextuality

This seminar will be centered on Michael Fishbane’s book, Biblical Interpretation in Ancient Israel (Oxford 1984).  It will investigate the central thesis of this work, which is that one form of literary development in Hebrew Scriptures can be traced through the inclusion of interpretive glosses, longer interpretive passages, as well as both overt and covert intertextual (or “interpretive”) links among otherwise discrete biblical documents.  The course will be developed around close readings of dozens of extended passages from a broad variety of literary genres.  There will be emphasis on each student mastering a variety of methodological approaches to complicated composite texts.  Theories of intertextuality and redaction criticism will also serve as focal points. 

BIB 565 (3677)
Readings in the Book of Proverbs  (3 cr)

Dr. Greengus

Readings in the Book of Proverbs.  A collection of sayings, discourses, cautions, and teachings designed to help everyone, and young and old, to cope with life and to find favor in the eyes of community and God.

BIB 609 (3678)
Introduction to Targumic Studies  (3 cr)

RAB 541 (3679)

Dr. Kaufman

Introduction to Targumic studies.  Readings and comparisons of selected passages from various Targumin.  The Targums as versions and as repositories of midrashic paraphrase.  Text.

Prequisites:
Aramaic 501 and Midrash 401 equivalents.

CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURES

CSP 504 (3680)
Missionaries, Millennialists & Christian Zionists (3 cr)

Dr. Cook

Missionaries, Millennialists & Christian Zionists -- Navigating the Dynamics of Jewish-Evangelical Relations.   Historical-biblical analysis with practical guidance on the vexing dilemma that many Christians supporting the State of Israel also sponsor “Messianic Jews” and “Jews-for-Jesus,” and interpret Mideast news as presaging Armageddon, the Second Coming, and the end of the Jewish people as such.  Three units:

[1]
Christian Missionizing -- The history of a variety of missionary groups, their theology, biblical-exegetical underpinnings and rationales, their training manuals and techniques for targeting Jews (especially youth and the intermarried).  Special attention to the complex dilemmas and pitfalls encountered in effectively confronting and halting this encroachment.

[2]
Christian Millennialism -- Rapture, Tribulation, Antichrist, 666, and Armageddon:  their biblical origins and modern theological ramifications.  Why do some millennialists see missionizing Jews as hastening Jesus’ return even as others (within the Posse Comitatus, Aryan Nations, Christian Identity, etc.) deliberately fuel antisemitism to advance the very same goal?

[3]
Christian Zionism -- Why do many missionaries and millennialists construe the State of Israel as God’s odometer in history?  What do their end-time scenarios (drawing upon Ezekiel, Zechariah, Daniel, and Revelation) hold for Israel’s boundaries, the Temple’s restoration, Mideast peace initiatives, the future of the Palestinians, Arabs, and Islam, and, preeminently, the destiny of the Jewish people?

Integrative Questions -- Realistically, are there ground-rules that both Jews and Evangelicals could amenably adopt regarding Christian missionizing of Jews?  Should Jewish professionals (especially rabbis) and communal leaders (e.g., Federation) refuse to speak at Evangelical rallies for Israel?  Should they reject Evangelical funds for Israel or for pro-Israel programming, join or avoid cooperative overtures (e.g., purchasing ambulances for Israel), etc.?  Amidst today’s dangerous world climate, has the Evangelical mind set to any degree influenced White House or Congressional domestic and foreign policy (and is such a reality, or prospect, to be welcomed, feared, or both?)?

Non-text.  No prerequisites.  Attendance required.  Depending upon enrollment, late entry may become limited to HUC students.

EDUCATION

EDU 534 (3696)
SELECTED TOPICS IN THE EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION OF A JEWISH SCHOOL (3 cr)




Rabbi Joseph

Beginning with the concrete areas of school administration from budgeting, to hiring staff, to purchasing learning materials and supplies, this seminar will then move to higher level topics such as articulating a vision for Reform Jewish life long learning; working on curriculum development for a Reform Jewish setting; the recruiting, developing and retaining of teachers; collaborating with senior professional staff and lay leaders; and working with families and parents.

Each of the above mentioned topics include multiple facets for further exploration such as mobilizing for change, the nature of a Reform Jewish identity, working with diverse populations including special needs learners, and classroom management.

Other topics to be discussed include: public relations, building a personal Jewish educational library, educational technology for Jewish schools and other resources, and “best practice” from research in Jewish education.

Outside experts will bring their skills and expertise to a number of seminar sessions. Some off campus fieldtrips are anticipated.

This seminar is especially created for HUC rabbinical students enrolled in the Xavier University-HUC Masters In Educational Administration Program. Rabbinical students not enrolled in this program are also welcome.

HEBREW LANGUAGES

HEB 402 (3683)
Reading for Meaning  (3 cr)

Staff

Reading for Meaning   A study of the grammar, syntax, idiomatic expressions and other linguistic features of Biblical Hebrew (prose and poetry). (2)
HEB 517 (3684)
North West Semitics (3 cr)

Dr. Kaufman

North West Semitics - Inscriptions of the Biblical Period.  Hebrew, Phoenician, Aramaic and Moabite texts of the Biblical Period.  Text.  Pre-requisite: Consent of Instructor.

HEB 518 (3675)
Classical Biblical Narrative Prose (3 cr)

BIB 518 (3674)

Dr. Kaufman

Classical Biblical Narrative Prose -- Rapid reading of the narrative texts of Joshua-Kings (and Ruth).  The goal is to develop vocabulary and to master the intricacies of Biblical Syntax.  Students will be required to prepare a paper on a particular feature of Hebrew grammar as exemplified in this corpus.  Text.

HEBREW LITERATURE

HEB 401A (Modern) (3686) 
Modern Hebrew Literature (3 cr)

HEB 401B (Medieval) (3687) 
Medieval Hebrew Literature (3 cr)

Dr. Einbinder

A survey of major trends and issues represented in Hebrew literature, and an introduction to general literary-critical terms and methods, and their applicability to classical and modern Hebrew texts.

The Literature requirement will be offered in the Fall of 2007 term in two sections, one concentrating on readings in modern (20th century) literature, and the other on medieval (10th-16th century).  Students with stronger language skills are encouraged to enroll in the medieval survey, which may be conducted in Hebrew. (2)

HISTORY

HIS 401 (3688)
Ancient Israel from Its Canaanite Beginnings to the Redaction of the Babylonian Talmud  (3 cr)

Dr. Cook

Jewish History Survey.  This course  is continued during 2nd semester (History 402) and covers all major periods, trends, and events in the Jewish experience and is taught in coordination by members of the Department of History.

History 401/402 is a prerequisite for all further courses in Jewish History and is to be taken during one of the first two years' residence in Cincinnati. (2)
HIS 403 (3689)

Amercian Jewish Experience (3 cr)

Dr. Zola

American Jewish Experience   This course will examine the historical experience of Jews in the United States, from the colonial era to the present day, with attention to religious, social, and cultural developments.  Attendance is mandatory.  (3)
HIS 501 (3690) 
The History of Reform Judaism from its Origins to the Present.
 (3 cr)

Dr. Meyer

The History of Reform Judaism from its Origins to the Present. A chronological and topical study of Reform Judaism both in Europe and America within the context of other Jewish religious denominations and with particular emphasis on its problems and prospects in the world today.  Non-text.  Requirements: Midterm and Final examination. (4)

Prerequisites: History 401 and 402 or permission of the instructor.  Required of all 4th year students.

HIS 516 (3691)
Understanding Antisemitism.  (3 cr)

Dr. Meyer

Can a Semite be antisemitic?  Was Shakespeare really an antisemite?  What role did Christian antisemitism have in Hitler’s destruction of European Jewry? Can one be anti-Israel without being antisemitic?

In a seminar format we shall study these and other questions which rabbis are constantly asked by congregants, media and members of the non-Jewish community.  We will attempt to understand  both "classic" and "off-beat" antisemitica from Roman times down to the present, including the latest ramifications stemming from the events of September 11.

We will also look at antisemitism in the writings of literary figures from Chaucer to T.S. Elliot and in religious literature from the New Testament to the Koran as well as contemporary fundamentalisms. 

Finally, we will look at Jewish responses to antisemitism and suggest strategies for dealing with its varied appearances in contemporary times.

History 591(3692)

Ancient Near Eastern History Part 2 (3 cr)

Dr. Weisberg

Ancient Near Eastern History from 1800 - 1200 BCE.  Non-text.  Part 2

JEWISH STUDIES IN THE GRECO-ROMAN PERIOD

HLT 525 (3693)

IV Maccabees (3 cr)

PHI 554 (3694)

Dr. Kamesar

In this course we will undertake a close reading of IV Maccabees, a Judeo-Hellenistic sermon or sermon-like text from the 1st Century CE.  The key elements will be considered: philological, historical, philosophical.

Greek text.   Open to all students.

LITURGY

LIT 401 (3706)
Introduction to Liturgy (3 cr)

Dr. Sarason

A study of the content, theology, historical development, and phenomenology of Jewish liturgy; the major components of the traditional worship services of the entire year, in terms of structure, wording, ritual practices, and ideas; and the salient liturgical features of Reform Judaism.  We shall explore as well the concepts of worship, prayer, liturgy, and ritual performance as these are expressed in rabbinic Judaism.  Students will also be introduced to some of the relevant scholarly literature on the history, structure, and phenomenology of Jewish worship.

LIT 401A meets with Cantor Shore once a week for 45 minutes.  The goal is to make informed Reform liturgical choices by developing proficiendy with the Jewish litrugical calendar, including familarity with both the Reform and traditional cycles of Torah and Haftarah readings (including holidays), and all aspects of the art of the Gabbai. (3)
LIT 501 (3709)
The MaEQ \O(h,.)zor (3 cr)


Dr. Sarason

A study of the traditional liturgy for the Festivals and the High Holy Days: theology, historical development, ritual, structure, prayer texts, and selected piyyutim (in the Ashkenazi rite, as well as some Sephardi piyyutim that appear in Reform maEQ \O(h,.) zorim).  We will examine as well Reform and contemporary maEQ \O(h,.) zorim and consider their relationship to the traditonal maEQ \O(h,.)zor.

Prerequisite: Liturgy 401

Midrash

MID  501 (3707)
Introduction to Diverse Genres and Styles (3 cr)

Dr. Goldman

An introduction to the diverse genres and styles of non-halakhic classical and medieval midrashic literature.  Attention will be paid to the hermeneutics of the midrashic process and to the world view which the rabbis bring to the reading of Scripture.  Selected texts and collateral readings in the secondary literature.  Students will also acquire a familiarity with bibliographical tools in the study of midrashic literature.

Prerequisite:  Midrash 401.

MID 515 (3708)
Weekly Torah Portion (3 cr)

Dr. Goldman

The weekly Torah portion will be studied with selections from the traditional biblical commentators, as well as germane midrashim.  Contemporary creative possiblities arising out of the text (e.g. homiletical) will be explored.  Text.




Pre-requisite: COM 401

MUSIC

MUS 514 (3695)
Nusach of Shalosh Regalim (1.5 cr)

Cantor Shore

The course presents an overview of basic nusach and congregational melodies for each of the chagim as well as the minor holidays.  Ta'mei mikra for Megilot shir hashirim and Esther are part of the course of study. This is a performance-oriented class.  The machzor course is not a prerequisite but it is strongly encouraged. 60 minutes weekly for fall and spring semesters.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

PDE 401 (3697)
Worship and Ritual

Cantor Shore

This course covers the fundamental principles for practical rabbinics on all life cycle events.  Text study includes an overview of halakhic and Reform sources.  The class focuses on two areas:  1) Developing the skills needed to create effective ritual. 2) Addressing the individual's capability for handling situations that arise during life cycle events.  The course provides the foundation for a comprehensive rabbinic portfolio through developmental programming, traditional and creative liturgies, music, innovative ritual, site visits, in class observations and projects. (2)
PDE 402 (3698)
Teaching Within the Reform Educational Setting

Rabbi Joseph

Teaching within the Reform Educational Setting.  Basic objectives, principles of learning and educational philosophy, and pedagogical methodology for Reform religious education of children and youth.  A 2-semester course; classroom teaching and field visits required. 

PDE 402A Limud with Cantor Shore meets weekly for 30 minutes in small groups.  This offers the pedagogic tools needed for ta’amei mikra.  Listening skills, kinesthetic, cognitive, and developmental language approaches for various learning styles are covered.  Individual mastery of Torah and Haftarah chanting through grammar, interpretation, performative Hebrew, and chanting skills is key to teaching others.  Torah is covered in the first semester, Haftarah in the second. (2)
PDE 403 (3699)
Homiletics

Dr. Cook et al

Homiletics.   The structure and content of the Jewish sermon, stressing the textual and non-textual sermon.  Two semester course.  (3)
PDE 404 (3700)
Human Relations

Rabbi Alpers

Human Relations provides the theoretical bases for understanding individual and family behaviors.  Students will learn to deal appropriately with common life issues facing congregants, and will practice basic techniques for responding to a variety of pastoral care needs.  The course will also include discussion of Jewish teachings and attitudes towards pastoral care.  This course meets once a week for the entire academic year.  (3)
PDE 405 (3701)
Human Relations\Clinical Pastoral Care

Rabbi Alpers

Human Relations\Clinical Pastoral Care or its equivalent.  Rabbi Alpers’ permission required for admission to this courses.  HUC-JIR offers all 4th year students the opportunity to complete a unit of CPE during the academic year.  It consists of two separate components: formal classroom instruction, conducted one evening per week and practical experience, which involves the counseling of unaffiliated Jewish patients (approximately 8-10 hours per week) at Jewish Hospital under the supervision of the course instructor.  Instructor's permission required for admission to this course. Interns are expected to continue their training between academic semesters. (4)
PDE 406 (3702)
Leadership

Rabbi Joseph

Leadership: Theory and Skills  Congregational and Organizational  Leadership, Management and Administration for Effective Jewish Community.  The organizational behavior and operation of a Reform congregation, or a Jewish communal organization, in its administrative dimensions and in relation to the direction, staffing and implementation of its basic program.  Visioning and leading as a professional working with other professionals and lay leadership will be a central course theme.    Prequisite: PDE 402  Field visits required. (4)
PDE 407 (3703)
Senior Seminar

Rabbi Kanter

Senior Practicum. Required of the candidate for ordination, this course will examine issues, challenges, and problems that confront the contemporary rabbi.  Together we shall examine and discuss key questions to which we must direct our thinking and help our people find personal and communal responses.  Some additional programs are required.  (5)
PDE 409 (3704)
Mayerson Fieldwork

Rabbi Kanter

Mayerson Fieldwork  Each student serving a bi-weekly (or its equivalent) for credit must register for this course both Fall and Spring semesters.

PDE 410 (3705)
Fourth Year Sermon

Rabbi Ehrlich

Rabbi Kanter

Fourth Year Sermon  A required speech/homiletics workshop for fourth year students.  This is a year long course.  Sermon structure, style and delivery.  (4)
PHILOSOPHY

PHI 401 (3715)
Medieval Jewish Philosophy (3 cr)

Dr. Kogan

A critical introduction to some of the basic issues of medieval Jewish philosophy from Sa’adia ben Joseph to Moses Maimonides.  Emphasis will be placed on interpreting texts in translation and analyzing the philosophical issues raised by the thinkers selected for study.  The goal of the course is to explain how their distinctive views reflected their commitment to Judaism and to philosophic inquiry.(3)
PHI 505 (3716) 
From Earthly Temple to a Spiritual Architecture: An Introduction to Kabbalah: (3 cr)
Dr. Rechnitzer

In this course we will follow major trends of Jewish mysticism. We will start our journey in the land of Israel with the Merkabah literature and migrate to medieval Germany and its Ashkenaz Hassidism. From there we will continue to Spain read from  the book of the Zohar , the writings of Gykatilla, and the Ecstatic Kabbalah of Rabbi Abraham Abulafia. We will end our introductory journey back in the Land of Israel with Isaac Luria and his school (16th century).

PHI 554 (3694)
IV Maccabees (3 cr)

HLT 525 (3693)

Dr. Kamesar

IV Maccabees   See HLT 525 for description.

PHI 555 (3717)
Where Shall Wisdom Be Found?”  (3 cr)

THE 517 (3718)

RAB 579 (3719) 

Dr. Kogan

Where Shall Wisdom Be Found?”  Philosophy, Philosophers, and Scriptural Exegesis from Antiquity to the Present

Traditionally, when people have sought wisdom, if they have sought it all, they have tended to look for it either in the instructions transmitted by parents and teachers, or the often ambiguous sayings of oracles and poets, or the unfolding events of history, or patient observation of the natural world, or the study of cultures, i.e. the beliefs and practices that distinguish communities from one another.   Of all those who do seek wisdom, moreover, philosophers have generally been regarded as the most rigorous, comprehensive, and devoted in their desire to attain it, especially in the realm of theory.  That is why philosophers are called “lovers of wisdom.”  In Judaism, however, wisdom finds it preeminent home in Torah, broadly conceived, i.e., Scripture and its authorized interpretations, both of which are understood to come from God.  What is more, those who interpret Scripture as it should be interpreted are regarded not merely as “lovers of wisdom,” but as “sages” or “wise” individuals themselves.   Still, we may ask, what happens when those Jews who may be called “sages” are also “lovers of wisdom” and thus heirs to both Torah and philosophy, seek to understand the wisdom contained within Scripture?

In this course, we shall examine how a variety of Jewish philosophic thinkers from antiquity to the present sought to interpret Scripture in keeping with their philosophical outlooks and commitments.  These thinkers will range from Philo of Alexandria in antiquity through Ibn Ezra, Maimonides, Ibn Kaspi, and Ibn Tibbon in the Middle Ages, moving on to Obadia Sforno in the Renaissance to modern thinkers starting with Spinoza and Mendelssohn and culminating in Buber, Fackenheim, and Levinas.  In exploring their comments on selected passages from the Torah, Prophets, and Writings, we will attempt to identify the characteristic features of their individual world views, the hermeneutical assumptions they bring to the text, the distinctive ways in which they uncover novel meanings in the same or parallel passages, and, finally, to show the practical application of their interpretations to the problems of life encountered by thinking people.  Text and Non Text (Hebrew and English). This course will fulfill the ethical literature requirement.

RABBINICS

RAB 401 (3710)
Early Rabbinic Literature and Thought (3 cr)

Dr. Kalman

An introduction to the literature and thought-world of early rabbinic (tannaitic) Judaism in its cultural, religious, and historical contexts.  Through the reading of selected primary texts in Hebrew and more extensive primary texts in English as well as significant secondary literature, we will explore some of the major issues of early rabbinic culture, such as its relation to biblical and post-biblical antecedents and the biblical text, and its often quite independent development and expansion of biblical legal themes and norms, within the larger context of the Greco-Roman near east.  We also will examine the range of exegetical and discursive practices in early rabbinic literature.  Students will become familiar with the characteristic conceptual and rhetorical traits, as well as the themes and issues, of the Mishnah and Tosefta.  Some attention will be devoted as well to the tannaitic midrashim and their relationship to the Mishnah and Tosefta.  The course thus additionally prepares students for  work in the core Midrash and Talmud courses.  One course session each week will be devoted to lecture/presentation of materials and concepts by the instructor.  The second session will be devoted to reading and discussing of primary texts in smaller groups, divided according to level of Hebrew fluency and supervised by the instructor.

Required of all second-year rabbinic students and graduate students working in the areas of History of Biblical Interpretation, Jewish Studies in the Greco-Roman Period, and Rabbinics. (2)
RAB 541 (3679)
Introduction to Targumic Studies (3 cr)

BIB 609 (3678)

Dr. Kaufman

Introduction to Targumic Studies.   See BIB 609 for description.

RAB 579 (3719)
“Where Shall Wisdom Be Found?” (3 cr)

THE 517 (3718)

PHI 555 (3717)

Dr. Kogan

“
Where Shall Wisdom Be Found?”  Philosophy, Philosophers, and Scriptural Exegesis from Antiquity to the Present – See PHI 555 for course description,

TALMUD

TAL 401A (3711)
Readings from Seder Mo’ed (3 cr)

Dr. Cohen

TAL 401B (3712)
Readings from Seder Mo’ed (3 cr)

Dr. Washofsky

Readings from Seder Mo'ed dealing with the cycle of the Jewish year.  An introduction to Talmudic literature, especially the style, language and procedure of the Gemara.  The emphasis is on helping the student acquire the tools for independent Talmud study. Required for all 3rd year students.  This class includes a required tutorial section. (3)
TAL 554 (3713)
The Responsa of Rabbi Haim David Halevi. (3 cr)

Dr. Washofsky

R. Haim David Halevi, elected Sefardi Chief Rabbi of Tel-Aviv Yaffo in 1973, composed a nine-volume collection of responsa entitled “Aseh Lekha Rav”. In it, he addresses himself to a wide range of halakhic and theological issues facing today’s observant Jew. Known for his comparatively forward-looking halakhic stance, Halevy wrote his responsa in modern Hebrew for a wide audience. Notable for their brevity and clarity, they are among some of the most accessible essays on halakhah and hashkafah written by a contemporary Orthodox rabbi. We will study a selection of his teshuvot, along with the Talmudic and halakhic sources upon which they are based, in order to identify both his conclusions and the reasoning by which he reaches them. Prerequisite: Post-Talmudic Halakhic Literature 401. Text.  This course will fulfill the ethical literature requirement.

TAL 564 (3714)
Memory, Calendar, and Jewish Identity (3 cr)

Dr. Cohen

Memory, Calendar, and Jewish Identity: A Study of b. Ta’anit Chapter 4

We will read Chapter Four of Tractate Ta’anit in the Bavli and Yerushalmi and refer to other rabbinic and scholarly material.  Some of the materials we will study are not translated into English, and the course will entail extensive reading (in both Hebrew /Aramaic and English).  Pre-requisites: Talmud 401, PTHL 401, or instructor’s permission.  Maximum Enrollment 7.

SUMERIAN
SUM 502 (3685)
INTRODUCTION TO SUMERIAN – CONTINUATION (3 cr)

Dr. Greengus

A continuation of Spring Semester’s SUM 501.  Emphasis is upon language structure and analysis;  cuneiform reading selections are provided with transliterations.  Fall Semester explores literary texts, bilinguals, and unpublished tablets.  Text.

THEOLOGY

THE 517 (3718)
Where Shall Wisdom Be Found
 (3 cr)

PHI 555 (3717)

RAB 579 (3719)

Dr. Kogan

“Where Shall Wisdom Be Found?”  Philosophy, Philosophers, and Scriptural Exegesis from Antiquity to the Present – See PHI 555 for description.

THE 520 (3720)
Writing Theological ‘Rashi’ to Talmudic Sugiyut” (3 cr)

Dr. Rechnitzer

In this course we will read selected Talmud Sugiyut and develop our own ‘Rashi – style’  deliberation and commentaries with the help of Jewish theologians. We will explore how this type of reading can assist us to develop our own theology and write a sermon / Devar Torah 

