New York Courses (Fall, 2007)

Bible and its Interpretation
Education
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Jewish Music
Professional Development
Rabbinics
Religious Thought and Ethics
Worship and Ritual
(H) courses uses Hebrew texts.

Bible and its Interpretation

BII 401
  Introduction to the Hebrew Bible: Prose Narrative in the Pentateuch

Dr. S. David Sperling  (3 cr.)
This course is an introduction to serious study of the Bible on two levels. First, students will make extensive use of concordances and dictionaries in order to acquire direct linguistic access to biblical prose narrative. Second, students will attempt to understand what these narratives would have meant at the time they were written by attending to the historical circumstances of the Bible's writers and their ideologies.

BII 402  The Literature of the Second Temple Period
Dr. Aaron D. Panken (1.5 cr.)

The years between 586 BCE and 70 CE represent one of the most diverse and fascinating moments of literary output in Jewish history. Often ignored, these writings created a bridge between their precedents in biblical texts

and their descendants in rabbinic literature. Their authors lived in the first generations to explain and interpret sacred texts for a mixed audience ranging from fervent sectarian believers to assimilated Greek Gentiles. 

Students in this course will read selections from Ezra, Nehemiah, Daniel, the Apocrypha, the Pseudepigrapha, texts from Qumran (the Dead Sea Scrolls), texts found in the Judaean desert, and texts by Philo and Josephus, in order to form a textured understanding of the many literary collections and genres that developed during this period. Students will also be exposed to various research tools (concordances, dictionaries, facsimile editions, study aids, etc.) and essential secondary literature that inform the study of these texts.

BII 411   The Prophets 
Dr. Andrea Weiss (3 cr.)

We will study the words the biblical prophets spoke and the world in which they lived.   We will focus on Amos, Hosea, Isaiah 1-39, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Isaiah 40-66.   This course aims to help students develop the skills required to decipher the meaning of the prophets and appreciate the literary and rhetorical devices used in these texts.  Students will become familiar with the historical context of the prophets, gaining insight into the ways the content and style of each prophetic book has been shaped by the prophet’s particular geographic, political, and cultural setting.

BII 421  Survey of the Tanakh: Prophets and Megillot

Dr. Andrea Weiss (1.5 cr.) 

This course provides a survey of the Hebrew Bible, with a special focus on the texts read in the synagogue throughout the year: Torah, haftarah, and megillot,.  This semester, we will read the Megillot (Esther, Ruth, Song of Songs, Ecclesiastes, Lamentations) and Literary Prophets (Amos, Hosea, Isaiah 1-39, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Isaiah 40-66). 

BII 441  Parshanut 
Dr. Sharon Koren  (3 cr.) 

This course is a survey of Jewish intellectual history through biblical commentaries.  Each class will be devoted to a different exegete – from Saadia Gaon to Modern Feminist hermeneutics.  All assignments will be in Hebrew.

BII 502   Exodus (H)

Dr. S. David Sperling (3 cr.)

The Book of Exodus is focused on Israel’s progression from slavery to freedom.  From a literary standpoint, Exodus is a carefully constructed anthology of ancient Israelite narrative and law.  In addition, chapter 15, the Song at the Sea, is one of the finest examples of ancient Israelite poetry.  Our course will examine the legal, narrative and poetic elements of the book and the manner in which they express the ideological messages of the writers.

BII 509   Selections From The Pentateuch (H)
Dr. A. Stanley Dreyfus (1.5)

In this course attention will be given to the correct reading and precise translation of portions of the Pentateuch. There will also be attention to Hebrew grammar, primarily to the study of the Hebrew verb in all the binyanim.

This course will meet throughout the year. All of the texts to be studied will be drawn from among the “Required Texts” that will comprise the substance of the Minimum Competency Examination in Biblical Hebrew. The texts studied will be different from those covered in previous semesters, so that students who have taken this course before may take this course for credit.

BII 510/SOE 510   Teaching Bible to Adult Learners

Drs. Lisa Grant and Andrea Weiss (3 cr.)
Bible study is a core feature of adult learning in many congregations, yet it takes many different forms and approaches.  In this course, we focus on analyzing and reflecting on what teachers need to know about Bible and about their students in order to be effective teachers of adults.  We explore the developmental needs and motivations of adult learners and study the multiple "orientations" to interpreting and teaching biblical texts that might address their learning goals.  We will study different genres and themes in the Bible and consider how to teach Bible in a variety of educational settings.  

BII 545  A Biography of God (H)
Dr. Adriane Leveen (3 cr.)

This course asks a deceptively simple question: Who is the God of the Hebrew Bible? We begin at the very beginning with multiple biblical traditions - - each in turn or at times overlapping - -  that imagine, reflect upon,  and record encounters with God.  As we continue to look at some of the core biblical texts that seek to describe God you will become skilled at recognizing the particular ways in which biblical texts communicate their stories to a careful reader. Issues of divine justice and vengeance, omnipotence and limitation, compassion and indifference, God's presence and absence, even the question of God's gender, pervade the accounts of God's relationship to human beings created in the Divine Image.  Our inquir.y will be guided by four contemporary authors. We conclude the course by reading a record of the most magisterial, perplexing and insistent engagement with God found in the ancient corpus, and one of the finest pieces of literature ever written, the book of Job.

Education

SOE 401  Teaching and Learning Practicum 

Dr. Lisa Grant  (3 cr.)

This course combines theory and practice to help students develop their teaching skills.  Our work will include reading a series of portraits of teachers, group discussion/problem-solving, and analysis of video-tapes of live classroom teaching.  We will build a constructive, safe environment in the class for students to practice teaching and to provide productive feedback to each other.  This classroom-based experience is followed in the spring semester by a field-based course where students will be observed in their classroom settings and meet privately with a clinical supervisor for support and coaching.

SOE 411   Human Development

Dr. John Mayher (3 cr.)

This course examines the interactions among the cognitive, social, emotional, linguistic, physical, moral, spiritual and  neurological domains in the developing human. Development from infancy through adulthood will be investigated with a focus on people as makers of meaning in relation to the systems with which they interact. Core knowledge of learning will be developed through observation and analysis of learning across a range of differences.

SOE 421   Educational Leadership and Administration

Dr. Evie Rotstein (3 cr.)

How does one’s ability and skill as a leader affect his/her work as an educator and administrator? What can be learned from the literature that can help educators gain support and begin to change the culture in the institutions in which they work?  What are the “politics” of leadership? How can we work effectively with lay committees and lay boards? We will look at some case studies and discover how they might apply to your individual settings.

SOE 431   From Talmud Torahs to Learning Communities: Historical and Social Contexts for American Jewish Education

Dr. Lisa Grant (3 cr.)

Understanding what came before us is an important step to looking ahead to what is to come. The study of the history of Jewish education in America can tell us much about Jewish life in a pluralistic, democratic society. This seminar style course will use primary sources, fiction, biography, and secondary analysis to explore the issues, trends, and innovations in Jewish education from the mid-nineteenth century until the present. We will focus on how Jewish education in America responds to and negotiates the community’s interaction with the larger society. 

SOE 432   M.A.R.E. Education Seminar 

Ms. Jo Kay (1.5 cr.)

A Master's level seminar is required of all students in the Education Program for at least two years during their residency.  This is a practice-based and research course.

SOE 501   Other to Brother: Teaching About Others and Learning About Ourselves

Dr. Jan Katzew (3 cr.)

Jews and Christians have treated each other more as others than as brothers - until recently.  As a result of the Shoah, the Catholic Church in particular has undergone significant introspection and teshuvah in search of a healthy, if not holy relationship with the Jewish people.  Jews and Christians are learning to engage in dialogue after millennia of disputation.  This process has begun to cause Jews to rethink our relationship to Christianity culminating in a volume entitled Christianity in Jewish Terms.  How do we teach about other peoples and traditions?  What can we learn from the emerging Jewish-Christian dialogue about our relationship to Islam?  As educators, rabbis and cantors, we will be called upon to represent Jewish perspectives on a wide spectrum of subjects.  In this course, we will examine Jewish responses to others inside and outside of the Jewish community.

SOE 510/BII 510   Teaching Bible to Adult Learners

Drs. Lisa Grant and Andrea Weiss (3 cr.)
Bible study is a core feature of adult learning in many congregations, yet it takes many different forms and approaches.  In this course, we focus on analyzing and reflecting on what teachers need to know about Bible and about their students in order to be effective teachers of adults.  We explore the developmental needs and motivations of adult learners and study the multiple "orientations" to interpreting and teaching biblical texts that might address their learning goals.  We will study different genres and themes in the Bible and consider how to teach Bible in a variety of educational settings.  

SOE 542   K’dushat HaGuf – The Sanctity of the Body: Creating Responses of Resilience

Rabbi Richard Address (3 cr.)

This course will deal with healthy responses that focus on changes in family systems within the synagogue, school and youth programs. This class will look at how Jewish texts and values can have an impact upon a variety of issues that concern the changing nature of the contemporary Jewish family. We will examine how we can develop caring responses and meaningful strategies to the stresses and challenges that often overwhelm our families. We will look at such issues as body image, GLBT issues, inter-generational challenges, family and peer pressures, suicide, types of abuse and the changing face of our families.

History

HIS 401  Survey of Jewish History: Biblical to Rabbinic History
Dr. Carole Balin, Dr. Sharon F. Koren and Dr. Adriane Leveen (3 cr.)

This course will provide a survey from the Patriarchs to the Rabbinic Period.  The course will also offer a brief introduction to historiographical methodology that will serve as the basis for further work. 

HIS 411  Survey of Jewish History Part One: From the Israelites to the Expulsion from Spain
Dr. Carole Balin, Dr. Sharon F. Koren and Dr. Adriane Leveen (1.5 cr.)
This course covers a survey of Jewish history from the patriarchal through the medieval periods.

HIS 411E   Survey of Jewish History, Part One: From the Israelites to the Expulsion from Spain
Dr. Jonathan Krasner  (3 cr.)
This course covers a survey of Jewish history from the patriarchal through the medieval periods.
 

HIS 500  The Sephardic Experience: A Survey of Sephardic History and Culture from Their Beginnings Until Today

Dr. Martin A. Cohen (3 cr.)
This class presents a survey of the Sephardic experience and cultural productivity from their beginnings in the Iberian Peninsula to their globalistic expansion and influence.

HIS 501  At The Intersection of History And The Arts

Dr. Carole B. Balin and Dr. Mark L. Kligman (3 cr.) 

This course is an historic survey of the arts in Judaism, with an emphasis on the visual and musical arts. Besides highlighting a sample of noteworthy artists, composers, critics and trends (through in-class lectures and slide presentations, museum tours, performances and meetings with contemporary artists), we will grapple with larger questions including: How has the interaction of Jews with other populations through time influenced internal Jewish culture and external cultures? Is there such a thing as “pure” Jewish culture?  What characterizes “Jewish art?” the “Jewish artist?”  In what ways does the transcendent experience of viewing/listening to art parallel the transcendent experiences of religion? Is art a conduit to religion?

HIS 505  American Jewish Experience
Dr. Jonathan Krasner (3 cr.)

This course will examine the historical experience of Jews in the United States, from the colonial era to the present day, with attention to religious, social, and cultural developments.

HIS 573  Paul and Proto-Rabbinic Judaism (H)

Dr. Martin A. Cohen (3 cr.)

In this seminar, the life and work of Paul as presented in the New Testament will be studied against the backdrop of Jewish history from the Hasmonean Revolution until the Great War with Rome, and no less, the broader history of the Hellenistic-Roman world during this period. 
Jewish Language and Literature

JLL 401  Dikduk and Sifrut

Ms. M. Nachmany, Dr. S. Nash and Dr. Wendy Zierler (3 cr.)

This course will focus on the reading of modern Hebrew literary texts constructed around a theme such as “Arakhim u-Musar.” A systematic grammar review centering around enhanced mastery of the verb system will be equally focused on practical application and the decoding of texts. Classes will be conducted in Hebrew and stress will also be given to improving speaking and writing skills.

JLL 421  Hebrew
Dr. Joel M. Hoffman (3 cr.)

The class will focus on Biblical and Rabbinic Hebrew, and, in particular, on decoding and understanding Hebrew, that is to say, looking at a Hebrew text and understanding what it says.  By the end of the course, students will be able to read almost any pointed or unpointed Hebrew text with the help of a dictionary. The class includes a review of all the binyanim and covers all of the Hebrew prefixes and suffixes. It also explores ways in which Biblical and Rabbinic Hebrew differ and ways in which both differ from modern Hebrew.  Finally, the course includes discussions of how one might apply the information from the class to teaching Hebrew in Hebrew schools.

JLL 500  Beit Midrash  (H)

Mr. Henry Resnick  (1 cr.)

Working in pairs, students will study Hebrew texts assigned for other courses with guidance available from Beit Midrash teachers.  

JLL 504  Israeli Music (H)
Ms. Michal Nachmany (3 cr.)

A new way to learn Hebrew through Israeli songs, old and new.  We will touch on the history of Israeli music and review grammar and vocabulary as used in the lyrics of Israeli songs.

JLL 515  Translating Hebrew Into English: Theory & Practice (H)
Dr. Joel M. Hoffman (3 cr.)

The task of translation offers an unparalleled opportunity to understand a language and texts written in it, because nuances that remain hidden to a casual observer -- levels of meaning, minor word-order variation, idioms and metaphors, allusions, register distinctions, puns, and much more -- are all brought to the fore during the course of translation.  The first part of the course will deal with theories of meaning and translation, highlighting Hebrew and its unique elements.  For the second part, the class will choose any ancient Hebrew text and together prepare a detailed and annotated translation. By the end of the semester you will not only better appreciate the complexities of language and translation, and better understand the text you translate; you will have the skills to prepare accurate and effective translations of your own.  
JLL 545   Dark Humor and Satire in Contemporary Israeli Theater (H)
Dr. Stanley Nash (3 cr.)

Class text study will focus on plays or portions of plays that highlight humor of a uniquely Israeli cast. Themes include stereotypes of religious Jews in plays such as “Kiddush” by Shmuel Hasfari, the parody of bourgeois manners in the plays of Hanokh Levin, and painful comedic reflections and “takes” on the dire political realities of successive generations in the works of Levin, Sobol and others. The attempt will also be made to familiarize students with the works of Israeli playwrights in English translation.

Jewish Music

MUS 402   Shabbat Traditional Workshop
Cantor Faith Steinsnyder (2 cr.)

The study of the traditional nusach and cantorial recitatives for the Friday evening and Sabbath morning services.

MUS 412   Shabbat Reform Workshop 
Cantor Benjie E. Schiller (2.5 cr)

MUS 421 Choral Ensemble 

Ms. Joyce Rosenzweig (1.5 cr.)


MUS 432 ​  High Holy Day Reform

Cantor Faith Steinsnyder (1.5 cr.)

The musical heritage of the Reform synagogue for the High Holy Days.

MUS  433  Rosh Hashana Traditional
Cantor Jacob Mendelson (1.5 cr.)

The study of the traditional nusach and cantorial recitative for Rosh Hashana eve and morning services.
MUS 435  Shalosh Regalim Traditional 

Cantor Israel Goldstein and Cantor Noah Schall (1.5 cr.)

MUS 437 Three Festivals Reform 

Cantor Martha Novick (1.5 cr.)

MUS 439 Yom Kippur Traditional

Cantor Israel Goldstein (1.5 cr.)

The study of the traditional nusach and cantorial recitative of the Kol Nidre and Yom Kippur morning  services.

MUS 442   Music Education: Cantor as Educator
Ms. Merri Lovinger Arian (1 cr.)

This course covers repertoire and teaching technique for religious school grades K through 7. Time will also be devoted to repertoire and teaching technique for the high school aged youth choir. We will explore other teaching opportunities for the cantor within the congregation. 

MUS 445  Conducting

Ms. Merri Lovinger Arian (1.5 cr.)

This required course has 2 main areas of focus. The first is in mastering basic choral conducting technique. The second area focuses on the skills needed to work with adult volunteer choirs. The course will cover rehearsal techniques, repertoire and helpful hints towards managing a successful volunteer choir in your synagogue.

MUS 446  Jewish Music Research

Dr. Mark Kligman (3 cr.)

The acquisition of the necessary tools for preparing the Master's Project is the goal of this course.  Basic bibliographical resources, including encyclopedias, anthologies, periodicals, recordings and major collections of Jewish music will be covered.  The contributions of leading Jewish musicologists and ethnomusicologists will be surveyed and provide as models for research.  The course will include small library research assignments and class presentations.  The development of critical and analytical skills will be emphasized throughout.  The final assignment of the course will be a research proposal for the senior project.

MUS 451  Guitar - Part II

Ms. Merri Lovinger Arian  (1 cr.)

The goal of this required course is to teach basic skills that will enable the student to use the guitar as an accompanying instrument. This course is taught on a private basis, and the time slot must be arranged by private appointment with the instructor.

MUS 461  Empowering the Congregational Voice

Ms. Merri Lovinger Arian and Cantor Benjie E. Schiller (2 cr.)

Explore the powerful role that music plays in building community. We will study the techniques used to encourage and support congregational singing. We will analyze congregational singing from both Jewish and non-Jewish perspectives, in order to understand how different forms of musical practice can impact upon the prayer experience.  It is our goal to help you feel equipped to incorporate congregational singing into your own liturgical style, while beginning to develop an expertise in this critical area of leadership. 

Required of 3rd-yr SSM students - 2.0 credits.   Monday 12:20-2:20 

MUS 464/465  Music Theory and Sight Singing, Level 1 and Level 2

Nicholas Strauss-Klein (1.5 cr.)

MUS 471  Jewish Modes
Dr. Mark Kligman (1.5 cr.)

This course will provide an introduction to a theoretical understanding of nusach.  The goal of the course is to gain knowledge and skill in identifying prayer modes with their idiomatic phrases and knowing where they are found in traditional synagogue cantorial repertoire. Although the focus of the course is on the Eastern European usage of nusach, the usage of Middle Eastern makamat in Jewish traditions will also be discussed. 

MUS 473   Art Song
Ms. Joyce Rosenzweig (1.5 cr.)

MUS 569   Advanced Composition

Dr. Philip Lasser (1.5 cr.)

This course for advanced fourth and fifth year cantorial students is the opportunity to work with a prominent composer on the Juilliard faculty to develop their compositional technique.

Professional Development

PDE 401   Professional Orientation
Rabbis Charles Kroloff and Jonathan Stein (1.5 cr.)

This course is an introduction for 2nd-year rabbinical students which attempts to: explore the variety of rabbinic opportunities available upon ordination; assess professional strengths and weaknesses and determine how professional personal growth and goals can be achieved at the College-Institute; develop an introductory facility with selected rabbinic functions; help students understand the structure and development of the organized Jewish community and the Rabbi's leadership role in it. 

PDE 403   Pastoral Care and Counseling

Drs. Betsy Stone and Nancy H. Wiener (3 cr.)

This team-taught course will introduce students to the field of pastoral care and counseling.  Through the study of psychology, pastoral care and counseling, and Jewish texts, students will become familiar with: the counseling relationship; the difference between care and counseling; family systems and developmental psychology theories; contracting; making referrals; self-care and other topics relevant to the role of rabbi as counselor.  The course is designed to provide students ample opportunity to reflect on class material as it relates to field placements.  All students are also required to have a counseling experience, arranged in conjunction with the College-Institute, either during the academic year or during the summer preceding or following the course.  The Jacob and Hilda Blaustein Center for Pastoral Counseling will provide a stipend for all students for these field placements. 

PDE 408   Skills for Teaching

Ms. Mindy Davids, RJE (1.5 cr.)

This course for second-year Rabbinical students provides a substantive practical introduction to Jewish education in formal and informal settings. We will explore and practice all aspects of instruction including setting learning goals, choosing texts and other learning material, designing learning activities, and assessing student learning for a range of age and developmental levels. Students are required to be engaged in some form of teaching while enrolled in this course. In addition, each student will be assigned a clinical mentor who will provide one-on-one coaching and support throughout the year to help problem-solve and hone teaching skills. 

PDE 430   Rabbinic Leadership and Social Responsibility
Rabbi Jerome Davidson and Mr. Albert Vorspan (1.5 cr.)

We often question whether we as religious leaders can make a significant difference in our society.  Our professional work presents many social and political issues that are often challenging and controversial. This course will illustrate dramatically the ways in which rabbis can mobilize our congregations to bring about communal change.    We shall study many significant contemporary issues and discuss effective leadership skills in dealing with them.   Among areas to be considered are:  race relations, civil rights and civil liberties, separation of church and state, poverty, housing, healthcare, immigration, gay/lesbian rights, international relations, Israel, anti-Semitism and inter-religious and intra-religious relationships.

PDE 444  Communication and Interpersonal Skills Seminar
Gene Guberman, Psychoanalyst (1.5 cr.)
The objective of this seminar is to help students enhance their interpersonal competence, strengthen work relationships, and improve overall job success.  Through theoretical and group discussions, participants will learn basic principles of effective communications as well as obstacles that render communication unfruitful/ineffective. Through an interactive format and role-playing exercises, students will learn empathic listening, direct communication of ideas and feelings, and other interpersonal skills.

PDE 445   Preparing for the Practical Cantorate
Cantor Josee Wolff (1.5 cr.)

What you will need to become K'lei Kodesh in the contemporary Jewish world; from home rituals to time management, from lifecycle logistics to audio technology. Topics covered in this course will complement those offered in Senior Seminar .

PDE 447  Senior Seminar 
Cantor Josee Wolff (1.5 cr.)

PDE 447F  Independent Study: Spiritual Guidance
Dr. Carol Ochs (1.5 cr.)

Spiritual Guidance is one-on-one guidance to help clarify and foster the guidee's relationship with God. 

Students will meet weekly or every other week. 

PDE 449  Senior Seminar
Rabbi Jeffrey Sirkman (1.5 cr.)

Senior Seminar will expose students to a wide spectrum of the most significant practical aspects of the rabbinate as they begin their final stage of metamorphosis: the blessings and conflicts of the active rabbinate, the tensions of leadership, authenticity and scholarship in the workplace and the need to maintain focus, integrity and dignity. Moving beyond mythology, student perceptions and anecdote, we shall explore the personal covenants that have brought us to this stage of our lives. Students will have the opportunity to dialogue with specialists in areas of concern to new rabbis, as well as leaders of the Reform movement.

PDE 535  Synagogue 3000: Spiritual Leadership for Synagogues: Theory and Application 

Rabbi Lawrence Hoffman and Ms. Linda Klonsky (3 cr.)

This course explores the Synagogue 3000 theory and method of change, a blend of spiritual vision with insights into organizational development, translated into a conceptual framework drawn from Jewish tradition. 

 Students will act as consultants to each other as they explore what it means to exercise effective leadership in the complex synagogue culture and the spiritual environment of today. The class thus functions as a highly interactive consulting/leadership lab. Readings will be distributed throughout the semester but class will be highly experiential. Students who will gain the most are those who have had or who are having student pulpit/educational experience, upon which we will draw for real-life examples of change in progress. Students take turns developing short divrei torah on issues of leadership, and (as a final paper) they elect a personal change initiative, and chronicle their experience in carrying it through.

Rabbinics

RAB 401  World of Rabbinic Literature

Dr. N. Cohen, Dr. A. Gray, Dr. A. Panken (1.5 cr.) 

This course is a broad survey of the major works of rabbinic literature, designed to provide students with an overview of the field and its key issues in preparation for future, in-depth courses. Part of the course will focus on works that are primarily halakhic compilations, and will survey works from the Mishnah (3rd century) through the Shulhan Arukh (16th century), focusing on such issues as the nature of the tannaitic and amoraic enterprises, the relationships between rabbinic works, and the emergence and functions of codification and responsa. 

We will also focus on works that are primarily aggadic compilations, and issues such as the interrelationship of halakha and aggada, the development of the interpretive impulse from the Bible to the Rabbis, and introductions to homiletical and narrative midrash and Talmudic aggada.

RAB 404   Talmudic Rhetoric/Aramaic

Dr. Michael Chernick (1.5 cr.)

The premise of this course is that the Talmud is not in Aramaic. Rather, it is in rhetorical forms in the Aramaic language. Competence in these forms and how they are employed in talmudic discussions is actually the key to the first level of understanding the Talmud, namely, the ability to translate and outline a talmudic passage. This course seeks to impart the rhetorical information necessary for the student to begin the study of the Talmud. The course will nevertheless pay some limited attention to matters of Hebrew-Aramaic cognates and Aramaic grammar.

RAB 413   Introduction to Codes
Dr. Alyssa Gray (3 cr.)

Introduction to Codes is a historical and textual survey of the major codes of Jewish law from the Geonic period (ca. seventh through eleventh centuries) through the reception of the Shulhan 'Arukh.  Our principal focus will be on Maimonides' Mishneh Torah and R. Yosef Karo's Shulhan 'Arukh.  The course also serves as a general introduction to the intellectual world and mindset of halakhic Judaism.  



RAB 423   Responsa
Dr. Alyssa Gray (1.5 cr.)

This course will provide a focused survey of the Responsa literature. Beginning with an exploration of the emergence of the Sh”ut form in Rabbinic literature. Geonic examples of responsa that provide information on history (Iggeret Rav Sherira Gaon) and liturgy (Seder Rav Amram) will then be examined for their form and content, and as historical examples of innovation within halakhic literature. We will then focus on texts from later poskim, including Rabbenu Gershom, Rambam, Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg and Rashba, to understand the particular historical setting and halakhic issues with which they grappled. The course will conclude with an examination of denominational responsa, including at least one critical issue explored through the eyes of Reform, Conservative and Orthodox decisors.
RAB 520  Pirkei d’Rabbi Eliezer (H)

Dr. Norman J. Cohen (3 cr.)

The purpose of this course is to provide the student with an opportunity to gain in-depth knowledge of the style of the Narrative (Historical) Midrashim, in general, and of Pirqei d’Rabbi Eliezer, in particular.  We will not only analyze selected passages from the main work of this genre of Midrash, PRE, but we will also read and discuss some of the key secondary works which deal with the questions pertaining to this volume.  In addition, though our main focus will be Pirqei d’ Rabbi Eliezer, we will attempt to touch on some other narrative midrashic works as well.

RAB 527  Maimonides’ Thoughts on Jewish Law (H)  
Dr. Michael Chernick (3 cr.)

Not surprisingly, the only major personality in rabbinic Judaism who succinctly and clearly described and defined major topics regarding halakhah was the RaMbaM. In his inimitable way, Maimonides, ever the iconoclast, provides such things as a surprising definition for “oral law,” a novel and revolutionary basis for the authority of Jewish law and of the Rabbis, a description of the various types of Jewish law, and formulas for change in halakhah—and more. Through a study of selections from his Introduction to his Mishnah Commentary, Introduction to Mishneh Torah, two chapters of the Mishneh Torah, and some of Maimonides’ own teshuvot, we will get a picture of Maimonides’ thoughts on Jewish law.

RAB 533  Mishnah and Tosefta (H)
Dr. Michael Chernick (3 cr.)

The Mishnah and its “companion work,” the Tosefta, represent the earliest collections of rabbinic law and lore. Little is known about the reasons for the development of these works or the histories of these texts, though theories abound. Further, why do these texts express themselves in a new form of Hebrew? What degree of real connection exists between Mishnah-Tosefta and the Bible and its rules? We will investigate these and similar major questions related to Mishnah and Tosefta through selected readings from these works. Emphasis will be on the comparison of the two works and the views of the medieval and modern scholars who have tried to explain the history of and phenomena in these works and the reason for their existence.

RAB 568  Tanhuma Breishit (H)

Dr. Leonard S. Kravitz (3 cr.)
This course will consist of a close study of selected Tanhuma-Yelamdenu homilies.  Their structure will be analyzed and parallel passages in other Midrashic collections will be considered. An attempt will be made to relate the homilies to the historical situation from which they emerged.  The text used will be the ‘traditional’ Tanhuma collection, deriving from the Constantinople edition of 1522 (the so-called Tanhuma C). 

Religious Thought and Ethics

RTE 403   Medieval Jewish Philosophy 
Dr. Leonard S. Kravitz (3 cr.)

Medieval Jewish Philosophy presents a study of the interface between Judaism and various philosophical systems, as exemplified in the thought of Saadia Gaon (882-942), Judah Halevi (1080-1142), Moses Maimonides (1135-1204), Levi ben Gerson also known as Gersonides (1288-1344), Hasdai Crescas (1340-1410), and Joseph Albo (1380-1444). Depending on time, the thought of Solomon Ibn Gabirol (1021-1058) and Abraham bar Hiyya (circa 1100) and others may be considered.


RTE 500   Introduction to Moreh Nebukhim: Maimonides’ Guide to the Perplexed (H)

Dr. Leonard S. Kravitz (3 cr.)

A study of selected portions of the Guide with an eye to understanding some of its central problems, and Maimonides' method in dealing with them. 

RTE 507  Reel Theology: An Interdisciplinary Theological Encounter with Contemporary Culture

Dr. Eugene B. Borowitz and Dr. Wendy Zierler (3 cr.)

What religious or theological function can be performed by popular culture? To what extent can film and contemporary literature provide occasions of transcendence, divine encounter, and religious/ ethical exploration? In this course, we will watch movies and read some popular and/or important works of literature as touchstones for theological and religious conversation. Readings in theology and the study of religion will contextualize and round out our discussions. 

RTE 523  Comparative Religion

Dr. Carol Ochs (3 cr.)

This course provides an introduction to the basic beliefs of Hinduism, Buddhism (including Zen Buddhism), Christianity and Islam. What can we learn from studying other faith traditions and how can we recognize our own unique gifts?

RTE 556 – History of Jewish Mysticism (H)

Dr. Sharon F. Koren (3 cr.)

This course will survey the history of Jewish mysticism from its prophetic roots to modern day Hasidism.  Primary sources will be read in the original (translations will be available).

Worship and Ritual

WRI 431   Liturgy II 
Dr. Lawrence Hoffman (1.5 cr.)

This course will provide a methodological overview for the study of liturgy as a textual discipline, as well as introduce a non-textual perspective, which is followed in later electives.

WRI 512   Synagogue 3000: Personal Theology and Synagogue Leadership

Dr. Lawrence Hoffman (3 cr.)

Great Synagogues have clergy who think deeply enough to offer congregants a theologically based vision of a reality beyond themselves. Through readings and classroom conversation, the course provides students with the necessary philosophical background on issues of ontology, epistemology, and the determination of truth. Assuming that belief is linked to personal biography, it features guest presenters who model the process of bringing personal experience to bear on their theological journey. Students are expected to read heavily, attend regularly, discuss openly, and develop a final statement of their own evolving belief – for themselves and for future congregations seeking theological vision.

WRI 567   Music as Midrash
Ms. Debbie Friedman (1.5 cr.)

In this workshop students will work with Debbie to explore the rich emotional and spiritual core of Jewish texts as a source for songs, sermons, and study.  Cantorial, Rabbinical, and Education students are all encouraged to participate.

WRI 568  Elective Coaching in the Folk Genre
Debbie Friedman (1 cr.)

Students will work one-on-one with Debbie to hone their skills in performing in the folk genre. Individually arranged with instructor.
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