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On[Sitting With Suffering: ' Who!ArelJob’s Friends
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And[[Job](said, fnaked(Il¢camefrom/my/mother’siwomblandnakedlshall(l
return(there.IGod[gaveland/God/tooklaway.[Blessed shalllbe(God’sname

forever.
Job[1:22
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Inlalllthis /despiteleverything,[Jobldid not sinland didnotlascribe(blame(to
God.

Job 2:9(12
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Hislwife/said[tolhim,"Arelyoulstillholding/on(tolyourlintegrity?(Curse/Bless
GodlandIdie!"
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Helreplied,"Youlare(talking(like @Eﬁoohsh ‘woman.[Shalllwelacceptigoodfrom
God,land[notlevil?"[lIn[alllthis, Jobldid nhotlsinwithhislips.
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Job's Three Friends

When!Job's[threelfriends, Eliphaz/the Temanite,Bildad [the[Shuhiteland
Zophar(theNaamathite, heardlabout!all this(evil that/had(comeluponhim,they

setloutleachfromhisplace [ﬂi)ﬁ"?)@)_ﬂ) ‘andmet(together(bylagreement/tolgoland

sympathize withhimland/comfortihim. TWhen/theylsawhim/from/aldistance,
theylcouldhardly(recognize him;(they(raised uip(their(voices,began(toweep



aloud [ﬂ]?ll’]l]??]‘\?gl}\’)’]), ‘and[they(toreltheir tobesland sprinkled[dustion

theirlheads. IThen(they/satlon(thelground(withhim[for/seven/days/and/seven
nights.Nolonelsaidlalword[tolhim,becauseltheylsawhow(great his/suffering
was.

QUESTIONS:

1. Whatlsurprises(youlabout(this/description(of thelvisit[from[Job’sfriends?
2. Whatldolyoulnoticelabout/it?

Chapter 3:[Job Speaks/of His Pain

Job(3:1
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After(this,[Joblopened hismouthland/¢cursedhis(day([the(daylofhis[birth].

Chapters 4 42: Dialogue about the nature of suffering with the three
friends:

Job 4:1 2
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Then!(Eliphazithe Temanitereplied:[If' someonelventures/aword withlyou, will
youlbelimpatient(/ [arelyoultooweary? [Butiwholcanlkeep(from speaking?”

QUESTIONS:
1. Whatldolwellearn/aboutlsuffering/from
a. Job?

b. Job’s(Wife?
c. Thel3/Friends?
2. Whatldoes/would/it'mean(to listen/toJob?
3. Whatldoes listening bringuip/in/the(friendslandlin(his(wife?

Andlhow, alivord from ijou...
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A'PASTORALREPLY FROM A (NEW) FRIEND OFJOB

Part Two:

Anthony/theEnglishman/spoke hext. THelsaid:
Job,myfriend, welhave/satitogether
Theselseven/days/andnights.
Mylheartlis(fullloflanguish
AndIhave/foughtitolholdbackmy(tears.

No/man/orlwoman/in/God's[universe
Shouldhaveltolsuffer(theblows
Thathave(rained likelrocks(onlyou!l!
Surelynolperson(deserveslit/less.

[lalsolremember(withlsuchlsorrow
Yourlbeautifullsons/andldaughters,
And(forithem(tooldol(llgrieve;
Ohimyldear(goodfriend [+ myheart/breaks.

Now(Ilhearlyoulcurse
Theldaylyoulwere[born;
Your(miserylis(solgreat
Youlwishlyourllifethadneveribeen.

[understand, Ilinderstand, my(friend,
Butistillimyheart(rebels
Againstisuch/words,
Yourlwishltoltubloutiyouriwhole,(good, life.

Godlonlyknows
That!l,'alweakeriman(than(you,
Wouldalsolregretlallife(that/hadbeenl[solhorribly[And(repeatedlylassailed.

Itlislamystery(tolus(all
That!Godgivesusllife,
And(seemsl(tolsitlidly by
While(thatifelis[devastated.

Itiwouldbelforgivablelindeed
Iffalman(soldeserving/ofigood
Yetisolreceivinglofibad,
Did(raiselhis(fist[to[Heaven.



Everythinglwelhavelbeen/taught
Oflgodland evil
And/thelways/of/God

Nowlseems writtenlin(thelsand.

With(pain(Ildowonder

IfiGod sleepsiwhile/men(dolcry.
Forgivelmelif I offend(you, friend,
Withimy/wordslof/blasphemy.

Nowlonelthing/Ilam[¢convinced oflfor(sure, Observing/theselsadtimes(IThave(no
moreldoubt:

Theleventsithat/befalluis

Havelhaught/toldolwithlour(good/deeds(oribad.

Enoughlofimylanger
Enoughlofidryphilosophy;
Thelcomfortinglofimy(loving heart
Is(thelbestlsolacellcan/bring.

Andlyet,landlyet, my/friend
OflGod!still I'would/talk.
Onelday(thetimemay(belripe
Toltelllyoulofimylown(faith.

Butnhowl(Ilholdmypeace
Iisitiwith[youlinloveland(pain
Tilllyou,lin/time, do/bid [me:
Anthony, nhow(speaklagain.



