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The Suffering and the Servant: Wholis/Job?
MidwestlJewish[Chaplains’[Group/#+ Yom!lyun

1. What doliwelknowlandlwhat haveliwellearned previouslylabout
Job?

2. Dolyou'think(thelstory!/idealofla personllike Joblspeaks(to
patientslin/thelhospital? TWhy?

BACKGROUND: Quick/'Summary/of the Book of Job

THEBOOKIBEGINSIBYIINTRODUCING!JOBIAS YPERFECT/ANDIUPRIGHT,
ANDIONEITHAT/FEARED GOD, AND ESCHEWEDIEVIL?:([ESSENTIALLY,A
“GOOD”PERSON.[ITHEN,(GODIBOASTSITOHAISATANIABOUTJOB’S
PIETY,[ANDHAISATANWAGERSIABETIWITHIGODITHATIJOBMIGHT/NOT
BE[SO[FAITHFULIIFALLIOF HIS/PRIVILEGES/INILIFEIWEREITAKENIAWAY,
SAYINGITHATIJOBIWILLITHEN, ¥CURSEIYOUITOYOUR/FACE”[(JOBI1:11).
GODIENTERSI/INTOTHISIBET/ANDIJOB/ISIINFORMED I THAT'ALLITEN[OF
HISICHILDRENHAVE[IDIED, HISTIPROPERTYIANDIWEALTH[IALL
DESTROYED;ANDITHEN,A[FEWIVERSES/LATER,(HE[DEVELOPSIBOILS
ALLIOVERHISIBODYFROMIHEADITO[TOE.ITHEN,(CHAPTERSI3[42[OF
THEBOOKIAREIDIALOGUES'ABOUT THENATURE[OFIANDIPOSSIBLE
MEANING(S)[OFSUFFERINGIBYJOB/ANDHIS[FRIENDS.[1JOB
CHALLENGESIGOD’SIJUSTICE,[CLAIMINGHISIOWN/INNOCENCEIAND
REFUSINGITOIACCEPTHISIFRIENDS’ [RATIONALESFORIWHYIBAD
THINGSHAPPEN. IGODIREPLIESITOJOBFROMIOUTIOFIATWHIRLWIND?”
(JOBI38:1)(BLASTINGHIMIWITHIACCUSATORY QUESTIONSILIKE,
“WHEREWERE[YOUIWHENIILAIDITHE[FOUNDATIONOF THEEARTH?” (1
MOSTLYDESCRIBINGIGOD’SIPOWERIAND MIGHTIINITHEWORLD.[ITHEN,
INTAISUDDENIANDIRADICALISWITCH, GODI[SAYS/TOIJOB’SIFRIENDS, *MY
WRATHIISIKINDLEDIAGAINSTIYOU...*FOR'YOUHAVEINOTISPOKENIOF
MEIRIGHTLY,[ASTHAS' MY SERVANT.JOB?”.

BEGINNING AT THE END(just after(God speaks/from the
whirlwind):

Job(42:7and8
vorun-onhimlhosnhin-oxlhonnlbryarn-nxhynthatthhxbnn
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Revised[Standard(Version
yel havel not spokenl of melthe thing/thatlis/right,las/mylservant/Jobhath

The[BiblelinBasic[English
youl havel not said whatlis' right about'me, as/myl(servant/Jobhas

Darby(Bible
yel havel not spokenl of melrightly,like[my(servant/Job

KinglJames[Version
yel havel not spokenl of melthe thinglwhichlis(right, like[mylservant/Job

Jewish[PublicationSociety[Tanakh
yel havel not spokenl of Melthething/thatlis(right,las/mylservant/Jobhath

Webster’s(Bible
yel havel not spokenl of melthe thinglwhichlis(right, like[mylservant/Job

World[English[Bible
youl havel not spoken/of melthelthing/thatlis(right,las/mylservant/Joblhas

Young’s(Literal[Translation
yelhavel not spokenl concerning Melrightly,like Mylservant/Job

QUESTIONS:
1. Whatldifferences/dolyoulseelin/theseltranslations?
2. Whatldolyou'think(Jobldid[rightland his/friends[did [wrong?

MEETINGJOB
Job(1:1
opoikomhynibplonolboxniliminehboy-ymalpolbn
ynbhe

Therelwaslalman/in/thelland, Uz3, his[hamel[was[Job;[this(inan,

3. “Uz”lis[aJocationwithiinknownlorigins,(teligious[practices, beliefs. Hislofferings(foGod[/
religious/practices/arenotlspecificallylJewishmorlare theyparticularlymot Jewish.Joblis
meant(fobe“everyman”.
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helwas ET‘\}?Z]DDQ” [andhelfeared Godlandleschewed /shunned
evil“.

English translationsiof “9¥?) OR”

[Tblamelesslanduipright
Tjustland/perfect
[Iperfectlanduipright
[Twholelheartedlandupright

THE BOOK OF JOB/MEETS THEOLOGY

3. What/(theological) purpose/might/the adjectives ET‘\}?Z]DDSJ:-\” [serve
in(theBookloflJob?

4. Whatlquestions/énter/theldiscussionhow/thatlJoblis(known[by
theBiblical marrative[tolbe Y DDQ'P

Job(1:5(11Job’s Personality, Parenting, and Psychology
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Andlitlwas[so,[whenltheldays/of feasting/drinkinglénded, that
Joblsentlandlsanctifiedthem,and/roseipleéarlylinthemorning,
andofferedburntlofferings/according/tothemumberlofithem/all:
forlJoblsaid, “Itimay(belthatimylsons'havelsinned, and
blessed/cursed[Godlin theirthearts”.[Thusldid[Joblall'theldays.

3. Whatltypelofpersonalitylis(Jobl(his/psychologicallstate, etc.)?

4. Whatlkinds/ofthings/does/Jobseem to[worryabout/beforelthe
episode/with(GodlandHal Satan?

5. Inlyourlopinion,who is HalSatan?

6. Why/might/HaSatan[belalcharacter(in/this/story?

A QUICK/JOURNEY THROUGH MY THESIS:

4. Translationmine



JOB’'SIWIFEINVITESITHEOLOGICALICOMPLEXITY:

Job 2:9
nolboxlna
Bless/Curse God and/but die.

JOBISINCITEDBYHISFRIENDS
INTODIALOGUETABOUTHISIFATE:

Job3:26
ipplhak)
Andlanger(willlcome.

JOBICRIESIOUTIINPAIN,(WOUNDEDNESS/BETRAYAL:

Job(27:2
syahpnlivlivevntenbnon
Living[God/deprived melofljustice
And[Shaddailéembittered my(self.

ENDINGATTHEBEGINNING:

Job[42:7[and[8
My(thesis/islalre[translation oflthislimportant
verse, with[speciallattention(tolonelparticularword:

Job(42:7/and8
avnlzayalhyioy oxlbpyariios

My[Translation(oflJob(42:7:
“Forlyoulhave not/spoken tomelrightly,las’has
mylservant(Job”

5. Howldoes/this[changelshift[themessagelwelcan/glean(from[the
BookloflJob?



Rabbi JulielPelc, Kalsman!Institutelon Judaismland Health
“LOOKINGIAGAINIATITHEBOOK/ OF'JOB”

6. Whatlimplications/doeslit[have[for/Jewishleducators?
Chaplains?[IMight/youuise(thislinsightlabout/Joblinla
pastoral/clinicallsetting? TWhyloriwhy[hot?

“Talk to Me: Or, When More Bad Things_ Happen to Good People”)

Jobl42:7and[Jobl42:8are[God’sfinallspokenwordslin(thelentire

Tanakhs.[TThe/words[¢contain/God’s[twicelspoken[chastisementoflJob’s/friends

andlaffirmation/that, inlike(his(friends,Joblhas/done(right/in(God’s[eyes.

WHAT DIDJOB DO RIGHT AND THE FRIENDS DOWRONG?

Manylcommentatorsiclaim(thatlJob’s[“apology”lin(Job42:6[(translated(as
“recant”lor[“relent”in[many/cases)is/Job’s[correct' behaviorwhich(thefriends
oughtltolemulate.[[Thislinterpretation,land/alllother(such(possibilities, are
wrought(with[problems;/it[remainsinclear/precisely what/Job’sfriends(did
wrongland(Jobldid rightlin[God’sleyes.¢[Thelpossibilitiespreviouslylsuggested
bylscholarslincludelboth(thelsuggestion/thatJobwas[“right”lin[speaking his
“recant”lat/thelénd/oflthelbookl(iflitlis,[in(fact,[arecant”)[and(alsolits[opposite.
Thelsuggestion(that/the “recant”was[Job’s[“right”(behaviorlis/problematic,
however,becausean[“apology” followslthelfriends’adviceland(therefore(does
notlindicatela/break(with(thelfriendslasiwould/belsuggested(by God’s(rebukelof
thelfriendslin/favoriof/Job.[lIThelalternativelexplanationlis/also/problematic,(as
Job’sifrequentiquestioningof(God’s[divineljusticelis/explicitly(chastised (by[God.
Howlcould thislsentiment,(then, bewhat/Jobldid[“right”land(the(friends(did

wrong?

*> Thiswas noted by Jack Milesin God: A Biography

® “When the Lord saysthat Job has spoken rightly of him, does he refer to the repentance or the speeches?” (Miles,
313)




Scholarsihavelarguedfori¢centuries/about/the(precise(meaninglof(these
words(spoken(by/Godloutlofithe whirlwind. [TAlrecent[Pulitzer(prize [ winning

author,Jack[Miles, writes(that,

When!thelLord(praises/Joblat/thelénd oflthe book, helis(praising
bothlJob’slearlieristubbornnessiwithlhishuman/interlocutors/and
hisfinal,uitterlyconsistent,[stiff hecked[recalcitrance(beforelthe
Lordhimself.[[Job has[won.[[ThelLordhaslost.TBut(the(loss,
paradoxically, has(preserved(the/Lord/from/demonization/or
irrelevancel(Miles,[326).

"IN

Thislword, articulatedtwicelin(alsequencelofitwolsubsequent(verses,lis(a
cruciallsentencelnotlonlylintheBook(oflJob,butialsolfor/thelentirety of(the

Tanakh,landhasldeeplimplications/for(thewholelof Biblicaltheology.

When!God[says(thesewords/oflfadmonition(to/Job’s/friends, (Godlis
literallylsaying:“becauselyoulhave notispokeniright tolme, as'hasimylservant
Job”.[Welultimatelylearnherelthat/God, likelJob, ¢craves relationship(with
human(beings.

Job’s[friends, inlikelJob,[speak about(God,(rather(than tolGod. 1God
wantsUis(tolspeak(to(God:évenwhen(welarelangry, évenwhen(welare(tired of
beinglalive, éven/whenlwelare/in[pain,lévenwhenlitlislequallylikelythat/we will
spewlcursesloriblessings/in/God’s[direction. IGodwantsus(totalk/to[God,not
about/God[+Godlwants(truthlas(weleéxperiencelit, inlallloflits/complicated
forms,linallloflits[confusion/andlambiguity.[God does nhotwantplatitudes,lor
“wisdom”[from/theltradition:(rather,(God wantsour/words; God[wantslour

hearts;Godwantslourl(relationship.




