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ETERNAL, our God, who sendest us in turn the

mercies of day and night, of toil and repose,
like a messenger of peace this Sabbath-day comes
to us. It invites us to lift up our minds to Thee
in Thy sanctuary, and meditate on those truths
which Thou hast revealed to our fathers. We feel
our kinship with Thee, O God of truth. To-day
we realize, indeed, that man does not live by bread
alone, but by the higher aims of the soul, which
lead to the perfection of character, the spread of
knowledge, the increase of happiness, and the ad-

. vancement of justice and peace among our fellow-
.men. Thus, in Thy houndless love, hast Thou

made this day to us a source of joy, a fountain
of bliss and sanctification. Strengthen our spirit,
0 God, and purify our hearts in the service of
truth and love, that we may consecrate the fruit
of our earthly toil to the higher purposes of
humanity. May the joy of Thy holy Sabbath
encourage us in our worldly pursuits, comfort us
i our troubles, and fill us with contentment and
peace. Praise be to Thee, Eternal, who hast hal
lowed the Sabbath.

Choir: AMEN.

(CONTINUE ON PAGE 44.)
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(UR God, and God of our fathers, we give Thee~

earnest and sincere thanks for the precious boon
of the Sabbath, the season of spiritual joy which
Thou hast prepared for us. Deeply imbued with
thoughts of Thy infinite love, we would, for a
while, forget our frailties, and, turning away from
the wearying burdens and toils of the week, rise in
jovful exultation to the serene heights of that peace
which Thou alone canst give. Thou hast appointed
the Sabbath for an everlasting memorial of Thy
creative work, and hast sanctified it to be a wit-
ness of Thy love to Israel, an eternal bond between
Thee, the Creator, and man, the crown of creation.
Grant, O Father, that by the observance of this
day we may sanctify our lives, and through obedi-
ence to Thy commandments, through lofty thoughts
and noble works, make ourselves worthy of Thy
love. May we be encouraged by what we have
achieved during the past week, and find our happi-
ness in the thought that Thy providence will grant
to us whatever is best. From the earnest reflections
and meditations of this day may there come quiet
to the troubled soul and comfort to the grieving
heart. May love strengthen every family tie, and
joy and peace prevail in every home.

Out of the week that is past, may the Sabbath-
day lead us to the duties of the week to come,
renewed in hope, in strength and in faith. Amen.

Choir: AMEN.

(CONTINUE ON PAGE 44.)




SELECTION OF SABBATH PRAYERS. 63

3

E thank Thee, O God, for the impulse Thou

hast given us this day to seek Thee and to
study Thy holy will. Here, in the serene quiet of
the sanctuary, our fears and doubts are allayed,
our trotbles and griefs are assuaged. O may we,
indeed, receive into our hearts the restful spirit
of the Sabbath-day, that the despondent may be
revived with hope, the perplexed receive enlighten-
ment, and the trembling and doubting find reas-
surance in contemplating Thy loving-kindness. We
pray Thee, O God, that in this hour of Sahbath
worship every one of ts may be imbued anew with
the power and influence of religion, that for each
one of us it may be in reality an influence to exalt,
a power to mould life aright, a restraint from sin,
a bulwark against temptation, a perennial spring
of upright and useful action. May its purity and
strength be infused even into otir common pursuits,
following us to our homes, setting a guard round
our integrity in the resorts of our business, sweet-
ening our tempers in the hours of provocation,
disposing us habitually to sympathy with others,
to patience, to cheerfulness under our own afflic-
tions, to candid judgment and noble self-sacrifice.

Strengthened in love for all that is good and
true, with renewed trust in Thy goodness, let
us go forth to our duties from day to day under
the shield of Thy blessing, O God, to achieve for
ourselves and for our fellow-men that trinmph
which crowns human life with the joy of heavenly
‘peace. Amen.

Choir: AMEN.
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