MORNING SERVICE FOR FESTIVALS. 105

own, and the redemption of our fellow-men from
the hondage of error and the thralldom of sin.
Through the purity of our motives and deeds may
the moral standard of all conduct be elevated, all
human life sanctified and ennobled, and Thy name
revered and glorified on all the earth. Amen.

Choir: AMEN.

SHABUOTH.

N the gladness of this summer day we enter Thy
house, O God, grateful for the blessings which
Thy providence ripens on the field and in the forest.
The gifts of earth, Thou providest in beauty and
abundance, are to serve the higher ends of creation
which Thou dost reveal through man, Thy image.
Born of the dust, he was dowered to seek and to
find Thee, He was not to bloom like the flower,
only to wither, but in the garden of life to grow
and to ripen the seeds of immortal truth. Thine is
the earth and its fullness; all nature is vocal with
Thy testimony; yet more marvelous are those wit-
nesses of Thy power which speak through the mind
of man. From darkness Thou leadest him to light;
from error unto truth. In him Thou revealest Thy-
self, for to him Thou hast given understanding to
read Thine eternal law of righteousness and love.
But of all nations Israel was the first to become
conscious of the high place Thou hast assigned
to man among the creatures fashioned by Thee.
Through his word the world learned to distinguish
between right and wrong, between life and death.
Israel, chosen to exemplify the divine law of life,
became through Thy gracious guidance the priest-
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people whose very existence proclaims that Thou
art He who leadeth from bondage to freedom.

To this mission of Israel, to testify of Thee
through righteousness, we would consecrate to-day
the young lives of these our beloved children. Grant
that this hour may wake within them the firm
resolution not to doubt and not to waver when
duty calls. Grant that they may grow up worthy
children of Thy covenant. Let this hour develop
within them love for Israel, affection for all man-
kind, zeal for whatever is good, reverence for what-
ever is holy.

Many are the trials which will await them.
From the Sinai of parental love they will soon go
forth into the desert full of dangers. May Thy
word be to them a pillar of light in the night, a
protecting cloud by day. Children now, to-morrow
will see them men and women, while those who
hitherto watched over them will, according to Thy
wisdom, in their turn be summoned to the eternal
home., Bind more closely unto their parents the
hearts of these children, that they may sweeten for

- father and mother every hour of the brief day of

existence. Rich have been the blessings they have
enjoyed from the well-spring of parental love. In
the light of that love was revealed to them the
light of Thine own countenance, a tray of that
infinite goodness which sustains the universe. For
love in man is a reflection of Thine own essence; it
is undying as Thou art life unending. In the love
which links generation to generation is the assur-
ance that death is barren of victory; the grave
can not separate loving hearts. Fill, then, the soul
of the parents in this solemn hour with the sweet-
ness of this faith, that in these, their children, their







