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ciretimstances it then came to pass that Jacob
was compelled to go down into Egypt, where his
children were destined to remain long, to suffer
muecl, and to be prepared for thelr preat destiny,

Taie Youserzr:

And he sojourned there.

LEADER:

Jacoh had intended to remain in Egypt hut a
short time. Bul Providence had inLended it difier
ently, The children of Terael were to he divinely
cducated for their high calling by long years of
i suffering,

TieE YouNsmsT:

With few persons,

LEADRER:

Our forefathers went down into Loypt only
soventy  persons in aumber,  Who should  have
thoupht that this small family of shepherds was
destined to become in time the teacher of the
nations, leading them onward on the road o God!

THE YOUKGEST:

And he hecame there a nation.

Lranir:

Tt was the high purpose of Gaod Lo make Lhe
descendants of the patriarchs, His faithful servants,
a people, that should keep in their midst, as an
:-l_]ﬁﬂing Lreasure, Lhe Lc:lt]ﬁﬂgﬂ ol the fear of nnﬂ,
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amd pure meraliby [or the salvation of the human
race. In the seclwsion of LEgypt the childven of
Israel were to be blest to grow up into a greal
people of God.

THE YoruGrsT:

Great, mighty, and papulous.

Lol ;
The descendants of Jacolh were kindly treated,
and Thighly esteemed in the land, as long as the
services of Joscph woere rememhered,
Fet alas, soon the envy of the inhabitants of
the country was arouwsed against them, and grew
in proportion as the Tsraelites hecame more e
ous. With an envious eye did the Epyptinns notice
the prosperity and the inereasing numbers ol lhe
strangers; envy led to suspicion, suspicion to -
Justice,
Trar YURaEAT:

And the Lgvptians evil entreated us.

LexanEr:

And Lhus spoke the new king, whe in his in.
gralibude prelenddel Lo koow nothing of Joseph:
“Come, now, let we averpower this foreign people
wilh cunming, lest il they multiply, and it come to
pass thal Lhere be any war, they also join oo
enemiics and fight against us, and so become the
wmaslers ol the land."”

TreE YORNGEET:

And thew afflicted us,
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LEADLER:

To deprive the strangers of every power ol re-
sistance, they songht Lo subdue their natural cour-
ape, Lo keep down their independent spirit, showing
itsclf in Cheir lives. ‘They forced the people away
front their herds, and they did set over Them tagk-
masters to erush them with heavy labor, Thus
was Tsrael soon broken in body and soul, stooping
ander the burden of unaccustomed toil and eruel
oppression, :

THE YOUsGEST:

And they laid upen us hard bondage.

Lanie:

Doubly leavy does hard labor weigh upon a
aeaple, fecling the humiliation of bearing unjust
burdens, And, ol! how often did such undeserved
oppression  rest upon the shoulders of our fore-
fathers ! How often was there no olher reason for
the ill treatmenl accorded to them, for the abuse
Lthey were compelled Lo suller, than that they were
defonceless! O, poor Isracl, how olten was he
like the innoeent lamb led unta the slaughter, un-
able to give utterance Lo his pain save by ils
bleatings, which do not move the slanghterer.

Trr YorunHsr:

Then woe eried unte the Lovd, the God of our
[athers.

Leapur:

When all earthly help failed them, the Isracliles
sought help from God, from whom alone can help
come,

_
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Tae YVoUxcEsT:

And the Lord heard our voice,

Leangekr:

Men often become so havdened by their malicious
abuse of others, that cruelty gradually becomes a
habit with them, and at last seems to them an act
of justice. DBnt the sun of God's love ever shines
behind the elonds of misfortune, which Lle in His
wisdom sends over mdividusls and oalions. When
the time comes, TTe tales pity npon s ehildren;
the voice of the unfortimate pderces the clonds, our
heavenly Father looks down wilh compassion apon
the sufferer and sends him comfort,

Tne YoUKcEsT!:

And ITe looked upon our affliction.

Leann:

Great, indewd, was the aflliction ol our fore
Tathers in Egypt.  Their hearts were, no douht, filled
with deep pain, when their God-given strength was
perverted by the whim of the tvrant. They wenl
to their homiliating worl with the most bitier of
feelings, followed by derision and general contempt,
Gloom and despair settled down upon all relations
ol lile; the present Ml of sadness, the fature withont
hope,

(e Aotder of dle foose saes)

And oh, how void of comfort was the lot of the
loving wives and mothers in Isracl. While the men
went out to their heavy task, they were walting
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at home with fear in thelr hearts, lest their loved
ones should never return, and Lthey beeome widowerd
and childless !

LEATER:

And this—alas—was the sad lol of our fathers
and mothers not only in Egypt, but, for a long
time, in all ecountries where they took up their
abade. They were covered with shame; mockery
followred them ; misfortune threatened Lhem, aflie-
tion overtoolk them evervwhere.

And God saw their affliction,
And He decermined to help theo,

Tz YouKGEsT:

And He saw our labor.

LEADER:

This condition of our lorefthers in Egypt in-
creased with the inereasing oppression.  Thicker
and thicker the clouds of thew misfortune hecame
and darkened their horizon, uatil like unto a lighten-
ing-dart, revealing by its plare the terrors of night,
shol  forth the terrible decree of the tyrant to
utterly destroy the people of Isracl. The inhuman
command was given to mercilessly drown in the
waves of the Nile all newly born male children.
Nor was (his the painful lot of our fathers and
mothers in Egypt alone, but in all countries of
their sojourn during a long series of centuries, the
soms ol Israel were born to meet, worse than phx-
gical death, to suffer social and polilical death
during their entive [ife on eaxrth,

Awd Goal sawr their lahaor,
And Tle determined to help than.
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|:. ToE YoUsGEsT:
And He looked upon our oppression.

Leinrr:

how men oppressed, tortured, and crushed men;
how Lhey insulted ther {dlow-men; how  ther
Bomiliziied and defecd His image in man ;—ihis
the Judge of the world could suffer no longer,

|
| : The just and mereifnl God saw with indignation
I
[

And Gend sowe their sppression,
And He determined to help them,

(thl And Te did help them.

(1] ALL:
Tndeed, God did help!

T, T T

ITVMN.

REEDOM, freedom, hiessed Doon,
Which the Towd Ting given;
i [srael's cotrage wavered soon:
Far them the Lend has skeiven.
And to save
Free He pave,
Whom despair had deiven,
Reseue froam the grave,

Aund this is the holy night
it Winelh He bud seleeied
Thowere Lo Bireale oppressor's angll,
Rlegsing His eleeled,

Tree their dava,

Hear them raise,
ITeavenward divectedd,
[l Lsrael's sougs of praisc.




