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which earth hath bestowed upon us in abundance,
and, with firm confidence in Thy help, to banish from
our bosoms all faint-hearted fear and anxiety for fur-
ther sustenance. Thou willest that man enjoy in
gladness Thy gifts for the pregervation of hig body,
but also ennoble and sanctify hisenjoyment by think-
ing of Thee, the Great Giver of all blessings, by attend-
ing to the wants of his imperishable and eternal part,
in the remembrance of the high mission of hig finite
existence upon earth. All-merciful God | Thy grace
is without end ; Thy mercy never ceases ; every day,
every hour, is full of Thy loving kindness. Thou
blessest the fruit of our labors and providest all of
which we stand in need. Thou bringest up from the
dark ground the puny seed and causest it to grow
unto thousand blessings. Often the weak heart of
man trembles and asks, “ Whenece shall my help
come ?”’ for we are not permitted to receive Thy gifts
without toil and struggle, but we must with the sweat
of our brow eat the bread that nourishes us. And
even herein we acknowledge Thy paternal providence,
that we may be guarded against foolish and vain pride,
and be fortified in the recognition of our dependence
upon Thine almighty protection. But they that trust
in Thee shall not he put to shame! “There is no
king saved by the multitude of his host; a mighty
man is not delivered by the fullness of hig strength.
Thine eye is upon them that fear Thee and hope in
Thy mercy, to deliver their soul from death, and to
feed them in famine.”

But we remember this day not alone the benefits
which Thou hast bestowed upon us, the inhabitants
of a flourishing, fertile Eden. Nol with unutterable
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gratitude we aso remember that distant antiquity,
when Thy wonderful gnidance preserved our fathers
in a dreary, barren wilderness. Beneath the protec-
tion of Thy tent Thou didst hide our wandering an-
cestors against the burning rays of the sun and raging
storms. Thou didst refresh them with sprouting wa-
ters from rocksand causest streaming rains to descend.
Thou didst open the gates of heaven and sent manna
from above for their nourishment,—corn from Thine
exalted height. All this Thou didst for Thy people,
for Thine clect. Whithersoever we turn our eyes, we
behold the shining testimonies of Thy mercy, filling
ug with joy and exultation. Yes, our souls hope in
Thee! Thouart our Help, our Shield, our Redeemer!
Our hearts rejoice in Thee, we confide in Thy holy
name. And thus, O God, let Thy meroy be ever over
a8, a3 we hope in Thee, now and evermore. Amen.

PRAYER FOR FEAST OF CHANUCCAT,

“T will extol Thee, O Lord, for Thou hast drawn
me out of the depths.” I will sing praises unto Thee,
and proclaim Thy holy name, This is a festival of
victory, a day to celebrate the dedication of Thy holy
temple. Two great gifts hast Thou bestowed on us,
RELIGION and viBErTY. Qur ancestors had been eru-
elly robbed of their liberty by the Syrian king, Anti-
ochus, and then they were to be deprived of their
remaining good—Religion. TFor, with sword in hand,
the tyrant would compel to idolatry those who adored
the Only and Tiving God, that race whose hoast and
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glory it was to have been the first worshipers of the
One and the Only God. His presumptuous hand dared
to place on the altar of the Eternal a perishable idol,
But there lived at that time, also, men who despised
a life of irreligiousness and slavery; men whose
hearts glowed with the ardor of faith and freedom,
who for their God and for truth wonld sacrifice their
all, and who, like their ancestor Moses, cried, “Who
is on the Lord’s side, let him come unto me;” whose
colorsbore the memorable Words, v 21983 7305 5 “Who
is like unto Thee, O Lord, among the gods?”’

Mattathias and his sons, of priestly descent—their
hames will never be obliterated from the book of im-
mortal }ifeﬁencoumged the people to battle for light
in the midst of darkness. And many noble souls,
worthy of the name of Israel, were found to rally
round the standard of uxiry ; to risk the body for the
spirit; to sacrifice time to gain eternity ! and, indeed,
the prize was worthy of the struggle. The ancient
Temple Service was restored to its full dignity and
solemnity; the Temple of the Lord was cleared from
all pagan impurities ; the altar was again dedicated to
the pure worship of the Only God; the sacred of]
again burnt clear and bright; and its light reminded
them of the heavenly brightness of truth and unal-
loyed religion, the light that will never be extin-
guished.

Almighty Creator, may the observance of lighting
the candles during these eight days, in commemora-
tion of the wonderful deeds which Thou didst perform
for our ancestors on those days, at this time, afford
to our hearts the light of peace and comfort, in the
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hope that there will always be found noble Smﬂ?ﬁ].n
Israel to promote all that is good, eve?l at the sacri L:;
of their own advantages; that there will everbe foun:
in the house of Jacob enlightening men; tha:t- there
will always be found women in Israel l}ke Judith who
risked her life for her city; mothers, like that ‘moth-
er—Hannah—who rather saw her seven children
slain than they should bow before heatheP gods,
Omniscient Father, let us never lack great mmds”to
peril their lives for righteousness and freedom, for
their fellow-creatures and for their cou_ntry; let us
never lack men of vigor who esteem their sacred.du-
ties higher than the alluring enjoyments of tmnsmn;
pleasures; let us never lack men of knowledge an
learning who fearlessly propoun_d_ the truth and in-
struct mankind. Fortify our spirits and our hear?s,
that we may remain faithful unto TI;leff under all 9}1.._
cumstances of life; that in all vicissitudes of this
stormy voyage we may cling to ’I‘hee,. the GO(% of Truth,
so that we may live to dedicate again the Temple to
Thy holy name, in the days when our God shall be
One and His name One. Amen.

PRAYER FOR FEAST OF PURIM.

We thank Thee, O Keeper and Guardian of Isragl,
for the help which Thou didst afford unto our race in
the days of Mordecal, at this season, when Haman,
in his malice and revenge, designed to destroy all the
Israelites of the vast empire of Persia, young and
old, men and women. The king’s messengers had






