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the wound which my father’s death has left in my
heart.

O iather, who didst so lovingly cherish me, whose
care and counsels were the happiness and safeguard
of my life, thon art not here now to direct and guide
me, nor to receive the proofs of my filial love. I can
only recall thy memory, and preserve it with rever-
ence.

My thoughts are especially directed toward thee-z on
this day; thy love and kindness are again vividly
presented to my mind; and bitterly do I remember
all the anxieties and cares T caused thee, but which
I can not now redeem by the exhibition of filial duty.
I can not now, by affectionate behavior and ready
obedience, atone for the sorrows I may have caused
thee; but may the grief which the sad anniversary of
thy decease ever awakens within me, serve as an ex-
piation of my transgressions toward thee.

1 will ever devote this anniversary to honor thy
memory, and render it useful to me by deeds of ch.ar-
ity, compassion, and mercy on others, and by offering
fervent prayers to Almighty God for the happy repose
of thy spirit. I promise, O father, that thy rx-rm’ﬂpri
shall be my shield against temptation to evil; thy
paternal counsels shall be treasured in my heeujt; they
ghall preserve me from impiety and false belief, and
lead me in the path of virtue as a child of Israel.

And Thou, O God of mercy, who art the Lor(‘i og
the gpirits of the living and the dead, who on Sinai
didst command us to honor our parents, deign to
hearken to a child’s prayer for the repose of his fath-
er’s soul. I beseech Thee, Lord, extend to him Thy
mercy and forgiveness, since the most righteous are
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not without sin. Receive him in Thy dwelilng-place,
among those who have done Thy will, so that he may
enjoy the blessings reserved for the holy ones who
have lived on the earth. Amen,

PRAYER ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF A
MOTHER’S DEATH.

This is indeed a day of bitter memory and sorrow
for me ; for on this day, O Lord, didst Thou inflicta
deep wound on my heart. Pardon me, O God, that
its recurrence calls forth my tears anew, and that {
find it so difficult to be resigned to the loss which
years can not obliterate from my soul.

O blessed mother, who didst bear me in pain and
rear me in anguish, who didst with anxious tender-
ness watch night and day over my childhood,—thou
hagt been removed from my sight now, by the will of
the Lord of heaven and earth, and my heart mourns
for thee in days of joy no less than of sadness.

But faith and duty demand other thoughts; they
teach that thou, mother, art not lost to me forever;
that thy immortal soul is with the Eternal, enjoying
the reward of thy righteousness and virtue. Yes: I
shall see thee again, in a land where there is neither
death nor separation.

O may the remembrance of thy love guide me
safely through the many dangers of this earthly life,
g0 that when called hence in my turn, I may merit,
through my deeds of rizhteousness, to be united to
thee, whose love I shall ever cherish.
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And Thou, O God, vouchsafe Thy mercy to my
mother’s soul; judge her not with the attribute of
strict justice, but with that of mercy. Man isan er-
ring mortal, but Thou art the Father of all creation,
merciful, and full of unending kindness.

Receive her soul in Thy holy habitation. Amen.

AT A FATHER'S GRAVE.

My father, my kindest friend, my dearest benefac-
tor, whom God had appointed to love and protect me,
reposes in this silent grave. Ishall never hear again
his dear voice; death has stilled his loving heart;
his friendship and kindness can no longer comfort,
neither can his counsels and example guide me.
Alas! I can not now make a return for his devotion
or loving kindness, nor have the happiness of sur-
rounding his old age with marks of respect and solic-
itude; but T will strive to show my respect for his
memory by deeds of righteousness and obedience to
his expressed wishes while he was yet on earth, and
this endeavor will surely bring me consolation. Ag-
sist me in this, O God, with Thy counsel, inspire me
with wisdom and intelligence, and enlighten me,
that I may follow the right path. Cause my works
on earth to reflect honor on my father’s memory, and
do Thou, Lord, accept them as an expiatory sacrifice
for any sins he has committed.

Tbeseech Thee, receive my father’s soul among Thy
faithful servants; and when my hour shall come,
grant that my spirit may likewise be united with these
in a life which is unending.

",
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Rest in peace, O my father, and may Lhy. spirit en-
joy, in eternity, the contemplation of the living God.

Amen.

AT A MOTHER'S GRAVE.

“7The Lord gave, the Lord hath taken away, blessed
be the name of the Lord.” (Jobi. 21.) It has been
Thy will, O God, to take my beloved mpther from me.
This earth covers the precious remains of her who
was devoted, during her earthly existen ce, to th_e well-
being of her children. She.rejoiced }vwh us in our
joy, and sorrowed with us in our griefs; s%le lived
only to promote our happiness. Ier body: lies here,
beneath this cold earth, and I only shed fruitless tears
on her silent tomb. :

T come hither, O mother, to honor thy reve?c%d
memory, and to commune, in thought, with thy spu-_lt.
My heart seems to feel that thy tender lova stz.ll
watches over me; thy dear voice still appears to bid
me follow the duties of religion toward God and man-
kind. O may I, in performing good deeds on this
earth, and folloewing tuy bright example, prove my
veneration for thy memory, and obtain forgiveness
for the pains and tears I have cost thee.

O deeply loved mother, may thy pure goul, now
released from its earthly bonds, experience heavenly
joy, and look on me with love and pity. .

Merciful Father, hearken to the prayer of a child,
who implores Thy faver for his (her) mottler. Have
compassion, judge her leniently, and receive her soul
in mercy into the home of the blessed, so that she
may rejoice eternally in Thy goodness. Amen.







