36 ADDITIONAL I;R.AY ER8 FOR SABBATH-EVE.
@dditional Drayers for Sabbath-Eve.
(One of the following prayers may be substituted for the prayer on page 6.)

T

O Lord, our God, our Shield and Help art Thou.
The cup of Thy mercy runneth over. Thou willest
that trustfully we do our daily task and without
wavering fulfil what of duty, time’s swift flight lay-
eth upon our shoulders. For to be like unto Thine,
was destined by Thee our labor’s purpose that the
beauty of the heart’s perfect peace wait on honest
endeavor, and love and life flower forth in increasing
measure from faithful toil. We lift up the cup of
our joy! Thy truth is wine to our very lips. Its
forvor reneweth our strength to walk before Thee
and not grow faint, to run the way of Thy com-
mandments and not become weary.

Thou who didst sanctify the Sabbath to mark
and to proclaim the completion of Thy handiwork
and its perfection, grant that we may learn how to
glorify Thy name before the eyes of men! Letour
conduct and our example be such that all men of
good will may be drawn toward Thee, and partaking
of the cup of sanctification, be cleansed forever of all
that is unworthy in Thy sight. Unto a tem ple of
Thy spirit Thou wouldst have us mould our mortal
frame, for a guest from Thy heights, the soul, Thy
breath, is tenanting our humble clay. If often, alas,
too often, in the stress of the work-day’s struggele, we
be inclined to forget our higher destiny ; if in the
whirl of pride and temptation we often scepter the
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senses and sensual things, and by their impulse
shape our plans: let the Sabbath’s gladsome coming
offer unto us the cup that healeth, the balm that
sootheth our pains and stilleth our terrors, and calm-
eth our passion. Let us enjoy the sweet experience
that the Sabbath hath the power to bestow upon us a
new soul, a doubled potency of spirit and wisdom,
to sanctify the trials and achievements of the week-
days that are past, into lessons and responsibilities to
be laid to our heart, and into assurances to confirm
our trust for the days yet to be, in Thy, our God’s
loving guidance.

With a father’s pity, Thou pitiest Thy children.
Thou coolest their parched lips from out of the cup
of Thy consolation. Even the bitter things of life
flow from Thy hand to make us stronger and better,
to purge us of all presumptuousness, to teach us
that what we_have and are, is Thine to do therewith
as Thou in Thy wisdom willest. The quick and
the dead are in Thy keeping. Thou rulest in the
heights and in the depths. Where Thou art, none
is alone, forlorn and forsaken. Thy stafl’ and Thy
rod support us; Thou deceivest not and changest
not. Let Thy Sabbath lamp light our feet unto
peace, Thy Sabbath cup distil refreshment into soul
and body. Let us strive to be holy as Thou art
holy, O God, who in Thy holiness hast sanctified
and hallowed unto joy the Sabbath day. Amen.
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O Lord, this solemn hour which remindeth us
that Thou hast fashioned us in Thine image, waketh
anew within us the sweet knowledge that Thou art
ever near unto Thy children. With glad hearts we
have come away from the worry and wear of our
daily tasks’ cares into Thy house to welcome in joy
the day which Thou hast ordained to be a mes-
senger from on high to replenish our strength after
the week’s wasting toil. Not as a curse was laid
upon man the duty to win from earth by his labor
the bread which sustaineth his bodily frame. For
he that eateth the fruit of his hands, is accounted
blessed, and rich is his reward. A holy covenant
with man is Thy law wnich appointeth unto us the
seasons of work and the respites of Sabbath rest.
The slave’s chains shall not be ours. Unto freedom
didst Thou call man, to be the ruler of Thine earth
as Thou art the Lord of all creation. Not by the
sting of want, nor by the goad of greedy ambition
shall our hands be quickened, but by the recogni-
tion that as we hold from Thee our being, we must
so profit life’s opportunities as to impress Thy spirit
upon the things of earth within and without us, and
shape them to the higher uses of the divinity, which
Thou hast breathed upon our mortal clay. Let then
this day of rest bestow upon us the graces which we
need and the vigor which we cannot miss. Grant
that it open our eyes to the sanctifying influences of
Thy precepts, that selfishness find no lodgment in
our innermost parts and littleness of faith do not
possess our mind or hamper our hand. Graft into
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our hearts the courage to do the right, that satiated

of Thy goodness, we may do boldly what is ours to
do, and without fear of men, seek the supreme re-
ward of our striving in the endeavor to be true unto
Thee by being steadfast in our duty. And if Thou in
Thy wisdom withhold from us outward success, if
Thou decree to try us, give us the strength manfully
to bear what Thou sendest and the light of under-
standing, without murmuring, to accept what Thou
wouldst have us carry. Let us be filled and com-
forted of the thought that Thy purposes, though
often hidden, are always perfect. Thou givest and
withholdest as is Dbest for us. O teach Thou us to
know that what cometh from Thee is unto us the
measure of our service according to which our share
in the common work of all mankind is allotted unto
us. He who serveth Thee in purity of motive and
in loyalty to Thy truth, hath portion most glorious
in the patrimony of Thy never-failing love. His Sab-
bath rest will bless him with a joy which hath no
end and a peace which cannot be taken away. Might
such joy and peace be also ours to-night, yea, might
their fragrance continue to sweeten our every act
and couns:l and thought that, when after this Sab-
bath’s quiet, we shall again have resnmed, agreeably
to Thy command, our work-days’ duties and doings,
our lives in every circumstance may become a hymn
of praise and adoration unto Thee, our God and
Father! Amen.







