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earth. To this end Thy great name was linked unto
ours. Yet not always have we in all our doings and
dealings, in our thinking and feeling, been suffi-
ciently mindful of our high vocation, ever to sanctify
Thee in our own hearts and before the eyes of all
men. And on this, so solemn day, we would search
our hearts and examine our ways before Thee, and
spurning what is of evil and confessing our sins, in
deep contrition vow in Thy presence henceforth to
walk in the light of Thy countenance. O, forgive us,
though our shortcomings be many and grievous, and
cleanse us of our iniquities in the stream of Thy
mercies; help Thou us so to live that the rest of our
life hereafter may be pure and holy and we become
like one newly born, according to Thy promises:
On this day ye will be forgiven and cleansed of
all your sins, and ye shall be clean before your God.
Seek ye the Lord, while He may be found; call
upon Him while He is near; let the wicked forsake
his way and the unrighteous man his froward
thoughts and let him return unto the Lord. He will
have mercy upon him, unto our God, for He will
abundantly pardon. For as high as the heavens are
above the earth, so are my ways above your ways
and my thoughts higher than your thoughts; as
rain and snow come down from heaven and return
not thither ere they have watered the earth and
quickened fruit and growth thereon and given
seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my
word which goeth forth from me not refurn unto me
void, but it shall do that which I will and shall per-
form that whereunto I sent it.
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Father, Thou hast called us and we are come ; we
have appeared before Thy judgment’s throne. In
confusion and distraction, beset by doubts and fears,
we wait for Thy judging verdict. Just Thou art;
who may question the justice of Thy decisions ?
We sink down into the dust and accept Thy right-
eous decrees. Judge us not, we beseech Thee, ac-
cording to the multitude of our transgressions, but
in the fulness of Thy mercies which have no end.

The Congregation:—Amen.

THE CONFESSION.
7ot b PN
The Minister.

What is man, O Almighty, that Thou thinkest of
him? What the son of dust, that Thou mindest
him? Unto the very day of his death, Thou waitest
for his repentant return that he enter upon the peace
eternal in store for the righteous. Can mortal man,
born of woman, deem himself pure and perfect in
Thy sight? Even the hosts of the heavens, that travel
their uninterrupted circuits along paths of light and
splendor, are not unspotted before Thee. And he,
framed of dust, a shadow fleet, who though to-day
he be, to-morrow is no more, should presume to be
without blemish before Thee? If the flame spareth
not the high cedar full of sap—can the dry grass
expect to escape its withering breath? Before men,
who judge after the sight of their eyes, we may boast
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of our righteousness and virtue, but not before
Thee. Thou searchest and knowest us; darkness
hideth not before Thee. It shineth as the light be-
fore Thy countenance. Thou compassest our every
path and art aequainted with our every thought.
Thine eye readeth the things hidden in the inner-
most of our hearts; its deepest secrets are revealed to
Thine all-scanning gaze. Thou art veiled from the
ken of Thy creatures; none may by searching find
Thee out. But Thou provest and knowest all that
Thou hast fashioned. Before Thee lies unveiled even
what the distant ages will bring forth and now is
still shrouded in the folds of a starless night. By
Thee alone is seen, to Thee alone is known what-
ever was and is, and ever will come to be. Thou alone
determinest Thy creation’s courses and callest to
Thy judgment all that liveth. Who would demur
to Thy will, who question Thy dispensations?
What mortal tongue would ask Thee: “What doest
Thou?” Thou castest the line over mighty nations
and single men—who dareth interfere? O that
dust-formed man thought on this, and turned away
from sin’s abyss, by ever laying to his mind, that
peace the good alone will find! O that he never had
forgotten that of dust he is begotten ; the grave claims
his frame at last, a just God weighs the life that
is past. His days are emptiness, his night’s netted
delusions, his proudest schemes—idle folly. Even
his waking is but a dreaming, a constant trembling
at deceptive imaginings. Never findeth he rest, not
by day, nor by night, until he sinketh into the
grave, dust unto dust. Yet, man, why wouldst
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lament? True it is, thy lot on earth is toil and
trouble, worry and work, battle and burden, suffer-
ing and sorrow; but if thou keepest thyself steadfast
unto the end, thou shalt win the crown of victory
and joy everlasting. Happy the man who layeth
hold on truth and the fear of God, with all his heart
and all his soul. For at the last all will be un-
covered and every man shall seal his own testimony
and himself witness to what he did and what he neg-
Jected to do. Then the true man is seen and decep-
tion is ended forever. He who doeth justly and
loveth mercy will be carried by angels to the home
of peace abiding: he layeth up for himself more
precious stores than earth’s honors and earth’s pos-
sessions—a good name to be remembered here
helow, and a crown of glory in yon above. Better
for him is his day of death than his day of birth.

O let us then hasten, ere the hour be flown, in
deep contrition and humility of soul, to resolve with
sincere vows to lead henceforth a better life in
thought and action! Let us make open confession
hefore our Judge and God that we have sinned.

(The Congregation standing.)
FORSOOTH, WE HAVE GRIEVOUSLY SINNED.
The Congregation.

PIPPD MY INDN

(The Congregation is seated.)
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The Minister.
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We have sinned ; we have forsaken the right path;
we have done perversely.

We have departed from Thy commandments and
from Thy good ordinances, and it hath not prefited
us ; but Thou art justified for all that hath come
upon us, for Thou doest justly and truthfully, but
we have done evil. Thou knowest when we erred
wilfully and when without aforethought we departed
from the way of rectitude. Our open transgressions
are before Thee, and our secret doings are uncov-
ered in the light of Thy countenance. What will
we say before Thee, O Most High, and what will we
plead before Thee, O Thou who dwellest in the
heavens ? Behold all things revealed and hidden are
known unto Thee. Thou knowest the secret things of
the ages and what is concealed in the innermost in-
tentions of all the living. Thou searchest the depths






