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PREFACE.

Amone the countless instructive sayings, parables, and
maxims, treasured up in talmudical literature, we find the
following narrative :—Berachoth, p. 34.

“Once a scholar of Rabbi Eliezer went before the Ark
to read prayers, and prolonged them uncommeonly, so
that the disciples made the remark to the Rabbi: ¢ What
a protractor he is!” ¢Why,” answered the Rabbi, ¢did
he pray as long as Moses did, of whom it is written that
he prayed forty days and forty nights ¥—Dewter. ch. 9

“ At another time, the scholar who read prayers was
exceedingly short in his devotions, and tLé disciples ob-
served to the Rabbi: ¢ What an abbreviator this is !’

“¢Why,” responded the Rabbi, ‘has he been as short
as Moses was in his prayer, ‘O God! I pray, heal her
now 2 "—Numb. ch. 12.

Many such ingenious didactics of our rabbinical sages,
illustrating their customs and liberal views in regard to
prayer, combined with not less plainly exhorting precepts
never to make the quantity of prayer a measure of devo-
tion, and always to prefer “little with inward feeling”—
193 vyn am—could have been employed for a letter of
introduction, dated from the time of Moses, and signed
by Rabbi Eliezer and his cotemporaries, to procure a
favorable reception to this abridged Prayer Book.

For, retaining as it does, intact in all its essential parts,
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forces of reason, learning, the exigencies of the age, and
diverse social and political relations ; and time only, with
its all-conquering power, will gradually dilapidate the
impregnable stronghold of such an erroneous presumption.

It is, indeed, a vain exertion to strive and wrestle with
men in the darkness of night, who combat with the un-
yielding power of faith, and, if not able to prevail, try to
injure their antagonist, and to arrest his progress. When
the dawn of the morning shall have reconciled them to their
mistaken adversary, they will bless him with, and in, the
name of Israel.

Unfeignedly we say to those who strictly adhere to
the customs of old ; who read, as devoutly as their fore-
fathers did, the entire contents of the amassed collection
of prayers ; who rejoice in the recital of a hundred bene-
dictions every day—bmn boa miona mwa—; who awake
with a ready prayer on their lips, inhale the breath of
life, smell the odor of a flower, taste the cup of water
with formal blessings : yes, to you, pious and sincere men !
we say, Lay aside this Prayer Book, with a smile, if you
please, or with scorn, if you choose, according to the
dictates of your heart. Be only kind enough to give us
some credit for sincerity, how different soever our ideas
may be from yours, and our ways from your ways, and be
reminded of the saying of our sages : w"wb wyw npi5Mm b=
wipnmh note ¢ Every discord, for a holy purpose, tends in
the end to a consolidation.” The much lamented division
of our times will bring forth a solid reunion, This is our
true conviction, and hopeful encouragement.

To the clamorous opponents from the ranks of a pseudo-
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all that tradition, authority, and usage have sanctioned,
completing the parts in some respects, but excluding
only repetitions, incongruities, and obvious abuses—it
might in our time be met with friendliness on all sides,
whatever its defects may be in the eyes of rigid adherents
to the customs of old.

Moreover, as it is mainly designed to meet the wants of a
congregation, the changes in whose liturgy have successfully
borne the ordeal of ten years’ experience, without failing
to impress favorably even the minds of many dissenters ;
a congregation whose efforts for the sake of religion
cannot but command an honorable acknowledgment
among our coreligionists; we might be justified in the
expectation of a general approval of this endeavor to
give, in a tangible form, publicity to their mode of wor-
ship, wherein their adherence to the main standard of
our ancient customs and time-honored usages is solemnly
manifested.

Yet, we are not so sanguine as to expect a cordial
reception from those bearing the name and the fame
of the Orthodox. They will embrace this opportunity
to raise the war-cry, and to bring into the field the stand-
ing army of phraseology and effete arguments, against
any innovation or well-applied reform. Although the
whole opposing force might be reduced into the narrow
compass of one sentence, namely: There is no longer any
authority vested in an ecelesiastical body, much less in
an individual, or a single congregation, to abolish, alter, or
diminish one iota of all that our ancestors have transmitted
to. us—still, such a fortified position withstands the allied







