
Page 12| HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 2004-2005 Annual Report

Compassion as a Catalyst for Change in Israeli Society: 
The Blaustein Pastoral Counseling Center Introduces
Reform Rabbinical Care to Israel’s Secular Healthcare
and Military Counseling System

n the United States, pastoral care and counseling are estab-
lished roles for the rabbi. In Israel, however, the function of
chaplain does not exist and there is not even a Hebrew vocab-
ulary for pastoral care, healing, and spiritual counseling. There
is no infrastructure in Israeli society to encompass this critical
area of rabbinical work. Israeli hospitals and hospices do not
have chaplains, and palliative care does not involve rabbis.
Within the Israel Defense Forces context, only Orthodox rabbis
currently serve. In the midst of trauma due to successive wars
and the Intifada, secular professionals have performed
most of the clinical work. Some health professionals are
wary of the spiritual dimension, and the Orthodox estab-
lishment does not welcome others offering a progressive
orientation to spiritual sustenance. At the same time,
there has been little or no available clinical education,
mentoring, and supervision for Israeli Reform rabbis
ordained by HUC-JIR who are attempting to serve in Israel’s
hospitals, hospices, mental health centers, and senior care
facilities. With the establishment of The Jacob and Hilda
Blaustein Pastoral Counseling Center at HUC-JIR’s Jerusalem
campus, these critical needs will now be addressed.

The new Blaustein Pastoral Counseling Center at HUC-
JIR/Jerusalem has been inaugurated through a major
endowment gift of $2.5 million from the Jacob and
Hilda Blaustein Foundation. Elizabeth Blaustein Roswell,
a member of the New York Board of Overseers, and

Arthur Roswell dedicated the Blaustein Center in a moving
ceremony during Ordination Ceremonies in Jerusalem on
November 4, 2005. This generous gift represents a strategic,
pivotal role in shaping the direction of the liberal rabbinate in
Israel and of Israeli society itself. It demonstrates that HUC-
JIR is recognized as a leading force in Rabbinical Clinical
Pastoral Development, as implemented by the Blaustein
Center for Pastoral Counseling on the New York campus, the
Kalsman Institute on Judaism and Health in Los Angeles, and

the Clinical Pastoral Education program in Cincinnati, and has
the unique capacity to adapt pastoral counseling into profes-
sional care giving in Israel.

Modeled after its counterpart in New York, the Blaustein Center
in Jerusalem is embarking on a multi-year development process
to plan and implement new courses, fieldwork placements, clin-
ical supervision, and professional mentoring. The Israel-based
center will have the additional function of working with the

Israeli professional care giving community to craft a place
for rabbinical pastoral counseling within the existing secu-
lar infrastructure and venues. The Blaustein Center is
supervised by Rabbi Naamah Kelman, Director of the Year-
In-Israel Program and Educational Initiatives at HUC-JIR/
Jerusalem, and coordinated by Rabbi Ada Zavidov,
Coordinator of the first-year Israeli rabbinical students’
year-long orientation program, Field Placement Coordinator
for second- through fourth-year students, and spiritual
leader of Har-El Congregation, and by Michal Muskhat
Barkan, a founder of the Hidush Organization for
Educational Innovation, who is completing her doctorate in
the area of clinical mentoring and supervision of teachers.

I

Rabbi Ellenson, Elizabeth Blaustein Roswell, and Arthur
Roswell at the dedication of the Blaustein Center for Pastoral
Counseling at HUC-JIR/Jerusalem Ordination Ceremonies.

“Al sheloshah devarim ha-olam omed: al ha-Torah, al ha-
avodah ve-al gemillut chasadim – the world stands on three
things: on Torah, worship, and acts of loving kindness.”

Pirkei Avot 1:2
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The Blaustein Center will:
� Develop courses for pastoral counseling for the Israeli

Rabbinical Program;

� Provide intensive summer seminars in mentor training, taught
by Dr. Nancy Wiener, Clinical Director of the Blaustein Center
in New York, and Dr. William Cutter, Dr. Paul M. and Trudy
Steinberg Distinguished Professor of Human Relations and
Counseling and Director of the Kalsman Institute on Judaism
and Health in Los Angeles, for practicing rabbis ordained by
HUC-JIRÕs Israel Rabbinical Program, who will then serve as
mentors to current Israeli rabbinical students;

� Organize fieldwork placements with rabbinical mentors in
Israeli synagogues, and in educational and healthcare settings;

� Establish a pastoral counseling laboratory-think tank through
the development of a network of key stakeholders in Israeli
care giving, provide orientation for IsraelÕs secular physicians,
clinical psychologists, and social workers, and create part-
nerships with the Israeli Conservative Movement and its
Machon Schechter, Ha Midrasha (the Center for Study and
Fellowship at Oranim College of Education of the Kibbutz
Movement), and Shiluv (the Center for Family Support and
Therapy); and

� Heighten public advocacy and awareness to stimulate and
inform the growing Israeli interest in the North American
exploration of the nexus between religion, spirituality, and
healing, as part of a nascent ÒIsraeli Movement for Judaism
and HealingÓ in collaboration with Hadassah Hospital, the
JDC-Brookdale, the UJA-Federation of New York Caring
Commission, the Israel Trauma Coalition, and potential
Orthodox partners.

As HUC-JIRÕs newest center for applied research and profession-
al training, the Blaustein Center will transform HUC-JIRÕs Israel
Rabbinical Program. The curriculum, which has been primarily
text-study driven, will now be enhanced by adding the profes-
sional development and spiritual growth tracks that already
characterize the stateside rabbinical programs. Courses on Life
Cycle Rituals and Ceremonies, Spiritual Mentoring, the Human

Life Cycle in Community, and Death and Jewish Mourning, as
well as mentored field work at the hospice at Tel Hashomer
Hospital in Tel Aviv and Shaare Tzedek Hospital in Jerusalem,
will expose students to such issues as loss, death, bereave-
ment, trauma, and family and community systems in crisis, and
provide them with the necessary expertise to address the chal-
lenges facing the Israeli rabbi. This Practical Rabbinics approach
will groom Israeli Reform rabbis who are optimally trained to
cope with lifeÕs high and low moments.

By creating an infrastructure in Israeli society that will join the
pastoral skills of the rabbi with the clinical skills of the secular
care givers, a number of initiatives will be addressed:

� The invention of a Hebrew vocabulary for pastoral care, heal-
ing, and spiritual counseling;

� The incorporation of Hebrew texts Ð both classical and mod-
ern Ð that will serve professionals in a variety of settings;

� The promotion of public awareness that spiritual professionals
other than secular clinicians are needed in care giving settings;

� The development of public support that will, in turn, encour-
age hospitals, rehabilitation centers, and senior homes and
assisted living facilities to create opportunities for chaplains
performing spiritual mentoring and care;

� The coordination of efforts by different institutions for 
training and developing professional interventions; and

� The creation of a clinical supervision program for HUC-JIRÕs
Israeli rabbinical students and rabbinical alumni.

The impact of the new Blaustein Center will be felt throughout
Israeli society, as HUC-JIRÕs rabbinical students and alumni with
finely honed pastoral and counseling skills lead congregational
pulpits, develop Ôcommunity rabbinatesÕ serving diverse and
unaffiliated populations, and assume leadership positions with-
in communal organizations and educational institutions. Israelis
now at a loss to find a liberal Israeli rabbi to perform the func-

tions of a hospital or hospice
visit, a shivacall, or a support
group with spiritual dimen-
sion, will increasingly find 
a new spiritual and ritual
connection to liberal Judaism
through these rabbinical 
services of gemillut chasadim Ð
acts of loving kindness.

(Standing, from left) Rabbi
Naamah Kelman; Rachel Etun
and Ruchama Weiss, Co-
Directors of the Mazorim
Program; Rabbi Nancy Wiener;
and Sharon Milamed and 4th-
year rabbinical student Ezra
Ende, Mazorim participants;
with (seated, from left)
Elizabeth Blaustein Roswell 
and Arthur Roswell.


