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BOARD OF GOVERNORS

Dear Friends,

“It happened in the days of
Ahashverosh – that Ahashverosh 

who reigned over a hundred and twenty-
seven provinces from India to Nubia.”
This opening verse of the Megillat Esther
(Scroll of Esther), which illustrates the
cover of this Annual Report, takes us
back two thousand years, when the des-
tiny of a Jewish community in the
Diaspora was in jeopardy. 

The Jews of Shushan (Persia) faced physi-
cal annihilation by their King and his evil
advisor, Haman. Queen Esther (secretly
Hadassah, a Jew) revealed her true identity and intervened with the King, who relented
and allowed the Jews to defend themselves, thus altering the course of their fate. 

The story of Purim resonates in our own day, as our College-Institute grapples with the
challenges of strengthening Jewish identity and continuity throughout North America,
Israel, and the world. Purim teaches us about Jewish heroism in overcoming oppression,
expresses the imperative of affirming identity in the face of assimilation, and reminds us
of the responsibility of the individual to take action on behalf of the well-being of others.
These lessons lie at the heart of our sacred mission to train leaders who will shape the 
destiny of the Jewish people. 

We have experienced significant advances in fulfilling our mission during the 2004-05
academic year: 

� We have progressed in our strategic planning process to focus priorities for our pro-
grams and resources, forge a vision for HUC-JIR’s future, clarify decision-making
processes, and create a strategic plan that will ensure standards of excellence and
financial sustainability;

� We have renewed our faculty with gifted, emerging scholars who will strengthen the
teaching and mentorship on all of our campuses (see page 16);

Rabbi David Ellenson (center) and Burton Lehman
(right) are greeted by U.S. Ambassador Richard
Jones (left) at a reception and dinner for the 
Board of Governors at the Ambassador's residence
in Tel Aviv.

On the cover: Megillat Esther
(Scroll of Esther), Italy, late 18th
century; HUC Scroll XV-5, acquired
as part of the Kirchstein Collection
in 1926; Collection of the Klau
Library, HUC-JIR/Cincinnati
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� We have welcomed Dr. Nina Hanan as Chief of Staff, who serves as senior policy
advisor to the President; 

� We have raised close to $16 million toward the transformation of the Cincinnati
campus and chosen 2enCompass of Cincinnati in partnership with library experts
Shipley, Bullfinch, Richardson, and Abbott of Boston to guide the renovation of our
research and teaching facilities;

� We have celebrated the inauguration of the Edwin A. Malloy Building of The Jacob
Radar Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives as an international center for
scholarship;

� We have admitted 109 students (39 stateside rabbinical, 9 Israeli rabbinical, 8 cantor-
ial, 18 education, 13 communal service, and 22 graduate studies) and are proud to
have 57 first-year students joining 28 fourth-year students for a year of study at our
Jerusalem campus, where they will be learning side-by-side with our 33 Israeli rab-
binical students;

� We have ordained 27 new stateside rabbis and 4 new Israeli rabbis (see page 15),
invested 9 new cantors, graduated 11 new Jewish communal service professionals and
11 new Jewish educators, and bestowed 81 MasterÕs and Doctoral degrees on students
in our graduate and professional programs;

� We have developed an expert admissions team Ð Rabbi Kenneth A. Kanter in
Cincinnati, Rabbi David Wilfond in Jerusalem, Dr. Matt Albert in Los Angeles, and
Rabbi Faith Joy Dantowitz in New York Ð to strengthen our recruitment initiatives;

� We have contributed to the renaissance of Jewish life in the Former Soviet Union,
through the deployment of our Israeli rabbinical students and Year-In-Israel students
to lead services, teach Torah, and build Jewish communities in Russia, Belarus,
Ukraine, and Latvia, with the support of the Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family
Foundation;

� We have circulated the HUC-JIR MuseumÕs art exhibitions and related educational
programs to Jewish museums, synagogues, Jewish community centers, and university
art galleries throughout North America, raising the College-InstituteÕs visibility far
and wide;

� We have appointed Dr. Joel Kushner as the first director of our Institute on Jewish
Sexual Orientation, to develop resources and programs and enhance our studentsÕ
abilities to act as agents of change in the Jewish community;

� We have organized the fourth ÒGreat Scholars Series,Ó co-sponsored with Florida
Atlantic University in Boca Raton and Jupiter, Florida, featuring the scholarship 
of Cantor Benjie Ellen Schiller, Dr. David Kaufman, Dr. Wendy Zierler, and 
Dr. Gary P. Zola; 

� We have launched the transdenominational Leadership Institute for Congregational
School Principals, in cooperation with the Jewish Theological Seminary and funded
by UJA-Federation of New York, to strengthen the pedagogy, leadership skills, and
Judaic knowledge of synagogue school directors serving all denominations; and

� We have accomplished all of this through remarkable gains in our development
efforts: this year we have raised an unprecedented $33 million Ð $20 million in cash
and an additional $13 million in pledges Ð to ensure the vibrancy of our programs
and our ongoing commitment to excellence in preparing Jewish leaders for the future.

We truly have much to celebrate during the coming Purim holiday, which also offers
us another tradition Ð that of Mishloach Manot, gifts of sweets and fruits that are
shared bountifully with others. This tradition of generosity is reflected in the commit-
ment of the College-InstituteÕs donors, whose beneficent gifts of spirit, resources, and
friendship continue to guide our mission, strengthen our programs and faculty, sustain
our students, and ensure a vital Jewish future. We are grateful for your support, which
makes all of these accomplishments possible. 

May the joy of Purim express our heartfelt aspirations for our students and alumni, as
expressed in the concluding verse of the Megillat Esther, where it is written that Queen
EstherÕs uncle Mordecai Òsought the good of his people and interceded for the welfare
of all his kindred.Ó 

David Ellenson Burton Lehman
President Chair, Board of Governors

February 2006/Shevat 5766


