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Dear Friends,

“It happened in the days of
Ahashverosh – that Ahashverosh 

who reigned over a hundred and twenty-
seven provinces from India to Nubia.”
This opening verse of the Megillat Esther
(Scroll of Esther), which illustrates the
cover of this Annual Report, takes us
back two thousand years, when the des-
tiny of a Jewish community in the
Diaspora was in jeopardy. 

The Jews of Shushan (Persia) faced physi-
cal annihilation by their King and his evil
advisor, Haman. Queen Esther (secretly
Hadassah, a Jew) revealed her true identity and intervened with the King, who relented
and allowed the Jews to defend themselves, thus altering the course of their fate. 

The story of Purim resonates in our own day, as our College-Institute grapples with the
challenges of strengthening Jewish identity and continuity throughout North America,
Israel, and the world. Purim teaches us about Jewish heroism in overcoming oppression,
expresses the imperative of affirming identity in the face of assimilation, and reminds us
of the responsibility of the individual to take action on behalf of the well-being of others.
These lessons lie at the heart of our sacred mission to train leaders who will shape the 
destiny of the Jewish people. 

We have experienced significant advances in fulfilling our mission during the 2004-05
academic year: 

� We have progressed in our strategic planning process to focus priorities for our pro-
grams and resources, forge a vision for HUC-JIR’s future, clarify decision-making
processes, and create a strategic plan that will ensure standards of excellence and
financial sustainability;

� We have renewed our faculty with gifted, emerging scholars who will strengthen the
teaching and mentorship on all of our campuses (see page 16);

Rabbi David Ellenson (center) and Burton Lehman
(right) are greeted by U.S. Ambassador Richard
Jones (left) at a reception and dinner for the 
Board of Governors at the Ambassador's residence
in Tel Aviv.

On the cover: Megillat Esther
(Scroll of Esther), Italy, late 18th
century; HUC Scroll XV-5, acquired
as part of the Kirchstein Collection
in 1926; Collection of the Klau
Library, HUC-JIR/Cincinnati
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