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Lunch and Learn session presented by Dr. Rachel Adler: What is a “Good Death?” 
 

Bibliography of Tartak Center materials for teaching about death 
 

Books: 

Address, R. & Person, H. (Eds.). That you may live long: caring for our aging parents, caring for 

ourselves. New York, NY: UAHC Press, 2003.  

Brener, A. Mourning and mitzvah: a guided journal for walking the mourner’s path through grief 

and healing. Woodstock, VT: Jewish Lights Publishing, 1993. 

Cutter, Rabbi W. The Jewish mourner’s handbook. Springfield, NJ: Behrman House, Inc., 1992. 

Dorff, E. Matters of life and death: a Jewish approach to modern medical ethics. Philadelphia, 

PA: Jewish Publication Society, 2003. 

Gootman, M. When a friend dies: a book for teens about grieving and healing. Minneapolis, MN: 

Free Spirit Publishing, 1994. 

Kelman, Rabbi S. Chesed shel emet: The truest act of kindness. Guidelines for taharah. Berkeley, 

CA: EKS Publishing Co., 2000. 

Kelman, Rabbi S. K’vod hamet: A guide for the bereaved. Berkeley, CA: EKS Publishing Co., 

2002. 

Raphael, S. Jewish views of the afterlife. Northvale, NJ: Jason Aronson, Inc., 1996. 

Riemer, J. & Stampfer, N. (Eds.).  So that your values live on – ethical wills and how to prepare 

them. Woodstock, VT: Jewish Lights Publishing, 1991. 

 

Published Curricula: 

Address, R. (Ed.). A time to prepare. New York, New York: UAHC Press, 2002. 

Freeman, S. Teaching hot topics: A student companion. Denver, CO: A.R.E. Publication, 2003. 

Freeman, S. Teaching hot topics: Jewish values, resources, and activities. Denver, CO: A.R.E. 

Publication, 2003. 

Isaacs, R., Arlen, S. & Wagner, R. The chain of life: a curricular guide for teaching about death, 

bereavement and the Jewish way of honoring the dead. New York, NY: Coalition for the 

Advancement of Jewish Education, 1993. 

Steinberg, P. Study guide to Jewish ethics: a companion to matters of life and death. 

Philadelphia, PA: Jewish Publication Society, 2003. 
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RHSOE Student-Developed Curricula & Curriculum Guides: 

Burg, Miriam Cotzin, Death and Dying in the Jewish Tradition, 2000 

Davids, Mindy Averbuch, A Jewish Approach to Death and Dying, 1990 

Schaffer, Adam, Jewish Values in Death and Mourning, 2003 

 

 

Children’s Books: 

Gellman, M. And God cried, too: A kid’s book of healing and hope. New York, NY: Harper 

Collins Publishers, 2002. 

Karkowsky, N. Grandma’s soup. Rockville, MD: Kar-Ben Copies, Inc., 1989. 

Liss-Levinson, N. When a grandparent dies: a kid’s own rememebering workbook for dealing 

with shiva and the year beyond. Woodstock, VT: Jewish Lights Publishing, 1995. 

Portnoy, M. Where do people go when they die? Minneapolis, MN: Kar-Ben Copies, Inc., 2004. 

 

Online Resources for teaching about death 
 
MyJewishLearning.com 
• Overview of Euthanasia 

http://www.myjewishlearning.com/ideas_belief/bioethics/Bioethics_Euthanasia_TO.htm 

• Suicide in Jewish Tradition and Literature 
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/lifecycle/Death/Issues_in_Death/Suicide.htm 

• Jewish Attitudes Toward Death 
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/lifecycle/Death/About_Death_and_Mourning/Attitude
s_Toward_Death.htm 

• Death and Mourning: Sources from the Talmud 
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/lifecycle/Death/About_Death_and_Mourning/Traditio
nal_Sources_on_Death.htm 

 

The Institute for Christian & Jewish Studies 
• Dying Well: Medicine and Mortality through Jewish, Christian, and Muslim Eyes 

(Bibliography) 
http://icjs.org/what/medicinebiblio.html 

 
Reform Judaism Magazine 
• The Fall 2005 Issue includes several articles dealing with end-of-life issues 

http://reformjudaismmag.org/2005fall/index.cfm? 
• The website for the magazine adds a discussion guide that includes a summary of each of the 

articles, as well as questions for discussion. 
http://reformjudaismmag.org/Articles/index.cfm?id=1051 
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